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HAT the Goſpel, which at its firſt appearance in the 
world made ſuch great and ſpeedy conqueſts over its 
oppolite powers, ſhould in theſe later Ages be ſo far from 
making ſuch large ſtrides, yea or the leaſt fep of further pro- 


greſs, that it hath been driven out of many of the Provinces it 


had gained ; this is by Some objected againſt the Providence of 
God, and the Truth of the Goſpel, and by the Beſt lookt upon 


with wonder. 


Time was, when the Fathers and Apologiſts of the Chri- 
{tian Churches pleaded This for an evidence of our Lord's be- 
ing the true Meſa, that in him the Promiſe was fulfilled, which 
gave him the Heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of 
the earth for his poſſeſkown. And particularly St. Auguſt: thus 
argued for the truth of his Reſurrection, the corner-ſtone of 
the Chriſtian faith : The ſame Spirit of God which foretold the Re- 
ſurrettion of Chriſt, foretold alſo that the Doftrine thereof ſhould be 
publickly profeſſed and believed in the world : and One was altoge- 
ther as unlikely «s the Other ; but the Later we fee in all ages ſince 
Chriſt's death accompliſhed, why then ſpould we doubt of the Former *? 

And if we duly conſider how incredible it was, that a poor, 
deſpiſed, perſecuted, and at laſt crucified vagabond, ſhould by 
the preaching of a few fiſhermen, {o prevadl over the oppoſite 
powers of the world, that the greateſt Princes ſhould place his 
Croſs: above their Crowns as their beſt ornament arid pro- 
tetion ; This {ingly conſidered, muft clatm a belief, that as it is 
marvellous in our eyes , {o-it was the Lord's doing. If from the 
power of the Sword we paſs to that of the Pen, and conſider 
that Twelve ignorant fiſhermen baffeled the celebrated Learn- 
ing of rhe Scribes among the Jews, and the Philoſophers a- 
mong the Greeks ; theſe trmmmphs of the_ Ignorant over tie 
Learned will appear no leſs admirabte, thanthoſe of the Poor 
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over Princes: And when to this doubly wonderful Event, we 
add the no leſs wonderful Prediction, which at the time of its 
publication muſt appear no leſs Mad, than now Miraculous ; it 
muſt ſeem equally incredible that this concurl of lo many won- 
ders, ſhould be the effeQ of leſs than Drvine' power and wildom : 
and conſequently Such a prophecy. So fulfilled, muſt evidence 
the author to be, what he declared himlelf, :he Sox of God. 

YET ſhould one of Mahomet's Prieſts now mount the fame 
Chair, might he not with (at leaſt) the, ſame Force, preſs the 
ſame Argument in behalf of that lewd Impoſtor ? | Might he 
he not argue that the wonderful progreſs of the Goſpel was in- 
deed a powerful evidence of its divine authority ; but withall it 
muſt be an equally powerful one for That of the Acoran. For as 
the miraculous viQtories of a fugitive people over the Canaanites, 
join'd with the Prophecies which foretold' them, were. a. good 


evidence of the Diyine authority of Moſes and.his Laws 5 and 


the victories of the Goſpel over That Law, were an evidence of 
the greater authority of the Goſpel ; ſo the victories of the 4/- 
coran over that Goſpel, muſt be an eyidence, that as the Religion 
of Moſes was better than that of the Canaearites, and the Reli- 
glonoof Chri# hetter than. that of Moſes, ſo muſt the Religion of 
Miahomet be better than that of Chriſt,  .-\ DP EOTTES, 
Thus may a Mahumetasl either Diſarin us of St. Auguſtin's 
argument, or Retort it againſt us : For either it -is of no tbrce at 
all, or of ſo much more torce for Mahomet,, by how much more 
he hath prevailed overthe Churches of Chriſt. (© $1 1. 
AND that its of no force at all, ſome:may infer fromthe:con; 
trary; conducts ,of, the planters of thoſe twg Religions :-!Fop 
the. Goſpel ſhed,no blood, but of its own Profeſſors ; kipdledna 
fires, but thoſe that devoured its own Martyrs ; dethroned ne 
Prince, but the Prince of the power.of the air, nor Him neither 
by any other weapons but Preaching and Syffering,: | Whereas 
Mahomet and his followers propagated his. DoQrjnes together 
with their Dominiopns, by Fire and Sword : And ſince this:later 


way 15.0.le{s contrary to the nature of God, than to the Pre- 
cepts, 
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cepts, as well as the way of planting of the Goſpel ; ſince its au- 
thor was no other than a lewd brainfick Scoundrel, and his Do- 
Qtrines (as far as they are His) no better than extravagant: 
whimſies, or lewd panders to luit ; Such a progreſs of Such a 
Religion,1s ſo far from an argument of its Divine authority, that 
it is far leſs impious to impute its proſperity, either to mere 
Chance, or-(as ſome Aſtrological fancies do) to the motion - of 
the Heavens, (carying Religion and Learning from the Eaſtern 
to the Weſtern regions of the world,) than' ta accuſe God's pro- 
vidence of injuſtice to his Truth,and the ſouls of the inhabitants 


of ſo great a partof Chriſtendom. 2:4] 

By ſuch diſcourſes do ſome plead, not only againſt the Chri- 
ſtian, but All religion : And thoſe who dare not thus Arraigne 
or Rendg God's Providencs, cannot avoid admiring its Condu&, 
as no leſs contrary to that loving kindneſs which the Goſpel pro- 
claims, than to the means whereby it was firſt planted. | 

BUT if onthe other ſide the Modern Goſpel difter as much 


from the Primitive in its DoQrines, as it doth in its Succeſſes ; If 


it be ſochanged,that were any Apoſtle to return into the world, 


he would be fo far from Owning, that he would not be able to 
Underſtand it; the Change of God's Providence in ſuch a 
change of the Goſpel, will be ſo far from Invalidating, that it 
will Double the force of St. Auguſtin's argument. 

For 1t proceeded not upon the ſingle topick of Proſperity, but 
upon the concurlſ of an admirable Event,with an admirable Pro- 
phecy ; and its ſtrength is now doubled by the addition of. ano- 
ther like concurſof a contrary Event with a contrary Prediction: 
Soit is thus unhappily improved, The ſame Spirit of God. which 


foretold that the Goſpel ſhould be preached over the whole world, and 


performed it by the miniſtery of a few Fiſhermen ; *foretold alſo to one 
of the firſt-born Churches, and thereby to all others, that if ſhe repen- 
ted not he would remove her Candleſtick out of its place ; and this mas 
at that time no leſs unlikely, than it had be'n that ever it ſhould be 
placed there ; yet this we ſee do'n, and that by-a- quite contrary mini- 


| fry : by the Sword ofa baſe.ilaveand his te\w followers, and by 
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Doftrines as weak as that ſword when firſt unſheathed,and leud 
15 thoſe rogues:that:managed it + how then can we doubt, but 
the One as well as the Other were ordered by the lame Provi- * 
dence which foretold them 7 © oo JETS 

If we yet doubt, let us conſider particulars, -Firſt, rhe Spirit 
did not threaten to Extinguiſh the Light, but only to remove the 
Candleſtick out of its place ; and acccordingly, the Light is not 
quite Extinguiſhed, but only Removed; the Goſpel hath not 
Loſt ground, but Exchanged ; for. America amply repaireth the 
loſſes ſuſtained in Europe, Afea, and Africk.r. | 

Again, it is obſervable that the candkeftick was thus removed 
by the light of its own - candel ; for. whereas the Weſtern 
churches were terribly overrun by a multitude of heathen na- 
tions, their Religion as- certainly prevailed over. the Minds of 
the conquerors, as the invaders Swqrd.did over ther Country ; 
the Religion of Mahomet- on the contrary ever; kept pace with 
His and his followers ſwords, and where it' tmnbdued the Coun- 
iy, was ſure to vanquiſh the Goſpel. It we examin the reaſon 
of this difference, we ſhall find that the Idolatry-of the heathen 
could not withſtand the Power of the Goſpel, bicauſe it had no- 
thing of its Light ; but Mahomet profeſſed all the articles of the 
Ehriitian faith,and declared himſelf not an'Apoſtate,but Refor- 
mer ; Pretending to purify it from the:corruptions-wherewith 
it had been defiled, and perfe& it with additionals, he framed 
luch a jargon as appeared moft ſerviceable to his Ends,and:molt 
ſuitable to his Lufſts. 1 nant £1 0; 5 yoo! 

So, from the proſperity of the Aloran we'have an argument 
for the Divinity. of. the Goſpel, as invincible againſt all power 
but what was derived -from it felf ; and for the/juftice of 'God's 
Providence, which as it found corruptions in the Churches of. 
Chriſt, ſufficient to provoke his Judgments ; ſo did it truth e- 
nough in the A/oran, to prefer That, above all other religions, 
to the honour of his Sword. 
- WHETHER: Mzhomet or Chriſtian DoQtors have more cor- 
rupted the Goſpel;'is not ſo plain by the light of Scripture, as it 
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15 by that ef Experience, that the Later gave Occaſion; En» 
couragement, and Advantage to the Former: For when by nice 
and hot diſputes (eſpecially concerning the Second and Third 
perſons of the Trinity) the minds of the whole people had been 
long coptounded, and by the then late ſtabliſhment of Tmage- 
worſhip: the {candal was encreafed, ſo that to Vulgar under- 
ſtandings the Doctrine of the Trinity appeared no leſs-guilty of 
Polytheilm, than that of Image-worſhip did of Idolatry ; when 
by mutual uncharitablenefs either party perſecuted the other 
both with ſpiritual and temporal weapons ; when thus all mens 
minds were perplexed with doubts, and ſcared with threats, fo 
that they knew'not What they were to Believe ; andithereby fo 
diverted tron true piety, that they cared not How they Lived ; 
Then was there atemting opportunity offered to the Impoſtor, 
and he laid hold on it, to ſet up himſelf for a Reformer of ſuch 
Corruptians,as:were both too Groſs to be juſtified, and too Vi- 

{tble tobe denied. | : 
This-well conſidered will admoniſh us to- turry'our com- 
plaints from:God's Providence, to 'thofe ſecond cauſes ; which 
as they.provoked our Lord to divorce himſelf from his Churches, - 
ſodidthey Encorage:and Impower the falſe Prophet to ſeduce - 

and rum them.: 4 IR KK , oo BIOL 
 LEPustherefor.now procced to compare: the Prirfiitive-Gol- 
pel with the Modern, not by Retail -1n Particular DoQrines; 
(which were a work:too great for the Longeſt -and'Buſficft lite,) 
but by the Great, in'General, whence the Particulars proceeded : 
For it it appear that-our Lords and his Apoſtles teaching were 
both for Mater and\Manner aptco\Prevail;; but what hath-fince 
been added, |be apt only'to Perplex or worſe ;/ then ought we to 
impute the decay of the Chriſtian religion,no! to any- defect of 
God's Providence, bicauſe it doth nor change the - nature of - 
things ; but to thoſe who have pervertedithe Goſpel. +. 
Let us then well confider (what is 'moſt-worthy gur conſide- - 
ration)that the Goſpel which our Lord and'his Apoſtles 'pteach- 
ed, in the way wherein they preached it, Wer [nut vo che 
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meaneſt capacities, and agreeab'l to the Lzpht of Nature; Faſy 
to be underſtood by the Weakeſt, and worthy to be embraced 


| by the Wileſt. 


When the Baptiſt ſent twoof his Diſciples ſaying art thou he 
that. ſhould come or do we look for another * Our Lord gave not his 
anſwer by one-word, Politive or Negative, but by ſeveral! 
figaes, whereby the Baptiſt might ſpell out his mind ; and a- 
mong them he put in preaching of the Goſpel to the Poor, equal 
to his greateſt miracles; and we mult have very odd conceits of 
his wiſdom, it: he futed not his Teaching to the Capacities of 


* his hearers; ' that',the bae. might be as plain as the other. . As 


he choſe the .Poor.for his Diſciples, ſo did he afterward for his 
Apoſtles ; 'and whereas, to prevent the ſcandal that might 
thence .ariſe, he added to their Society a choſen veſſel, ny 
eminent in Learning, than 'They were in Simplicity ; "This 
great man of Chriſt profeſſed it both his Duty and his Practice, 
to imitate 'That mar of God, that ſhrunk his full grown limbs, 
to the little ones of the child, which he was to raiſe to life : That 
it was his Duty he declareth x. Coy. 1. 17. Chriſt ſent me to preach 


the Goſpel, not with wiſdom of words : And that it was his Prattice 
 Ch.-2. 13. We ſpeak not the words which mans wiſdom teacheth, 


but which the holy ghoſt teacheth m<pamxa mdpalmgis ovyxgjvorres, 
Haring Tarn! words to ſpiritual things, and both to ſpiritual. 
perſons. /; - ' - | 

And upon'this account he glorieth 2. Cor. 4. 4. 1f our Goſpel 
be hid, it # hid to them that are lot, in whom the God of this world 
hath blinfed the minds of them that believe not, leſt the light of the 
glorios Goſpel of Givi who-is the image of God ſhould ſhine into them. 
Thelight of the Goſpel is like that of the Sun, moſt Powerful,as 
moſt Beautiful, when moſt Naked ; and he had not clouded it 
with any of his human learning, but preached it with fuch 


Plainneſs, that if it prevailed not, the fault muſt ly, nqt in the 
_Obſcurity of his DoQrines, but in the Catarats which had not 


only dimm'd, -but blinded the eyes of unbelievers. 1051 
. But This Plainneſs which He Gloried in, ſome Orhers De- 
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ſpiſed ; they diſdained this Nakedneſs as Poverty, this Sim- 
plicity they derided as Ignorance, The Gnoſtiks boaſted more 
Knowledge, and rivaled. the: Apoſtles under pretence of diſ- 
covering greater Myſteries, ſo todraw diſciples from the plain- 
FRY miniſters of a ſimple Goſpel. 

Of theſe Rivals did he no leſs complain, than of all other Per- 
ſecutors: and of the Corinthians he was the more jealous, be- 
cauſe they were a people rich, idle, and learned: ' And this he 
declareth 2. Cor. 11..3.. Their City, was for it's pleaſures, and 
Kare, like Paradiſe: It's Inhabitants, for liguriſhneſs after - 

nowledge, like Eve : the Gnoſtiks, in their infinuations, like 
the Serpent : and he feared. leſt the ſuccefs ſhould continue :the 
parallel ; by corrupting their minds from the ſimplicity which is 
in Chri# : 'whether he meant Simplicity of Mind, requiſite to a 
Believer, or. ſimplicity.of DoQtrine to be'believed; Either of 
theſe were a milchiet worthy. to be feared: Simplicity of mind 
15-1t's beauty, as,was Eve's .Nakednels in her innocency : and 
Simplicity of Doctrine is the glory of the Goſpel, .as is the: 
nakedneſfs of the. Sun in it's brightneſs :. He feared leſt they 
ſhould by the inſinuations of the Gnoſtiks be aſhamed of the 
Former,and thereby.the Lateryhpyld degenerate.from a plcalant 
fruitful Garden, utq a Rokzage of FruitlelsEntangling DoCtrines. 
He goeth on, and declarerh \that, the Gnoſtik mode of dreſſing 
the Goſpel! in ciew doEtrines, , did , not, Adorn but Diſguiſe it, 
ſo as tomake it, appear quite anather thing : :1f he that comerh 
preach aug ber,, Tels mhom we hawe not preached,, or ye. receiveiaug- 
ther Spirit which ge; have not {receiucd, or another. Goſpel which ye - 
have not accepted, (what then) pou might well bear with Him, 
laith our tranflation; withput; any-warrant from the: Apoltle's 
Words,: and in plain- defiance 'to his. Delign,; for his dilcourſe - 
plainly diſſwadeth.. chem: fram. .ut: .and therefgre. whereas rhe 
Greek exprefleth not, the Perlon-to be.born with ;, Reaſon rc- | 
quireth we ſhould..underftand-; it;.. not. of the.Seducers, but of 
Himſelf, whoimpleadeth them, And could 'we read-the. words 
iaterrogatorily (conld-you well bear with him ? }-.this would Net A 
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them, both more pungent, and more conſonant to what he 
writeth Gal.1. 6. &c. It is Another Goſpel, yet it is Not Another : 
Not another,becauſe the firſt truths are reteined ; yer it is Ano- 
ther, becauſe perverted by lnnovations. : .If there be ſomething 
preached mp 3, Beſides or Beyond what himlielt had preached, 
the additionals make it Another. / 

And fee to what __ he carrieth the Suppoſlition ! and 


- with what Heat he-condemneth it! -If we, or an' Angel from 
heaven preach any other goſpel than what you have reteived (what 


then ? let him be Rejected, or Deſpiſed? yea) let him be A4c- 


curſed : Nor thus ſatisfied, he repeateth it again: What I have 


ſaid, that T ſay again, If &c, From this zeal of 'the Apoſtle 


thus Denouncing, yea thus Inculcating, ſo ſevere a cenſure, 
weare invited to oblerve, {124% | | | 

I: It is poſſible the Goſpel may be fo Diſgniſed by innovations, that 
though it ftill retein its gennin principles, yet it may appear Another. 

2. It ts poffible ſuch innovations may be ſo obviowthat the People 
may diſcover them. Z 

3- Thoſe who depart from ſuch innovators are not ſchiſmatiks, 
but faithful believers. | 

4. Be the Innovators. never ſo bigh in Authority, we muſt be ſo 
far from paying them Implitit Faith ; that we muſt not pay them or- 
Ainary Charity, but hold them Accurſed. | 

And leſt Biſhops might think their office calledthem to ſuch 
ſtudies, he cautioneth both Timothy and Titms ”=_ them ; as 
no lefs Pooliſh' than Miſchievous. So careful was this preat 
Apoſtle to arm both Paſtors and People againſt the Gnoftiks in- 
finuations. But with what Tuccebs ? 

The Serpents voice prevaileth againſt all precepts, the 
People run counter to the Apoſtle's Warnings,and the Prieſts to 
his Example : Thoſe heap np r0themſelves teachers, having itching 
ears ; and Thele heap up DoQtrines toſfcratch that-ttch :. gently 
at firſt, Gratifying theirCurioſity ; but afterward radely, Tor- 
menting their Conſcience : "The peoples tnnger in time turned 
to a Surfeir, andthe Priefts till cramb'd them with Do@rines 
which 
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' which they could not iwallow or digeſt ; ſo Many-in numbers 
that an hey memory cannot retein them, ſo Perplexcd in | 
matter; that the beſt under cannot-comprehend them, 
{o Impertinent to any [Hog pur purpok e, thata wood: man need not 
regard them, and ſo ed.in Gs, that none but 
the greateſt ſubtilty can therein diſcover the leaſt intimations 
of them... . No ſentence, hardly- any word in the New Teſta- 
me 06 ahogoth the: rack, that ane may be forced to confefs 
what they never thought of They are put to many Queſtions, 
and every Queſtian is. Kiretched: by-many Articles, =o every 
Article vex'd wth many:QbjeQtions, andall this i ina New Rude 
Language unknown to ay civil gation. - | 

: And to what: purpaſe:all this? ; 'That by the Difficulties and 
Dry neſs of ſuch a ſtudy: free: and generous'minds may quit it, 
| Maoks - cm it,and-anafallible Chair be eſtabliſhedio deter- 
doubts, :ofno other uſe butto'make work forthe Oracles/ | 
- LHAT. we: therdfors-bejuſt, ro our Lord's Providence 
2 Goſpel, we muſt-take toour {elves bottythe Waring, which 
Wwe: - Aawgitnnd ate, che Apolle gave 20 the \Coriuthians'; and the 


nn R— the Gulatiags: 'The Former will 


fromwhich mens minds 
have:;been:i{o Much - ene phy ii pers © will em- 
boldey 1s/tbi>Cenfurei thole: ( verthey be) ethathave-been 
the-Seducers; and that we,may: norbedazcied! by any reve- 
rence : toward their. ChataRtets; we- muſt remember that. he 
mountetlithom above any-ſuppoſition that can reach out; caſe. 
| Had he jotfly ſaid}: Hay eye ( however: Comprehenſive) 
words, that we muſt not be awed by: the GreatefbH 
thotity';-this/(however Ample and Abſolute): 3p ja'have ap 
es 2 Cold encouragement, in compariſon of fu fuch-n expreſs 
naming, not only- of the neal ngs can be SUPPRen; but 
greater thancanbelmagined. 0D KL 
No King is more in rendent.i in" yes. a Domimions: from 
any ferreig.juriſdiction. in;mpattersCivil, chan. every Chriſtian 
is within Tand own. Mindn. ie nn Faith : -and:none Can be 
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ſo ſecure of. any other's Faichfuineſs to his ſoul, 'as every man 
may be of his own ; the advice therefore which the beſt of Kings 


gave to the heir of bis crowns, ,doth 'no leſs concern everyone 
that bath a ſoul to fave::!'/ i 11 ys 

Aboweall (fzid thezncom King Charles T.in his! 
to the-Prince) { would mm ___ 1 hope you ave already,well ground- 
cd and ſettled in your Rel ons =. op pare whereof I have ever 
efteemped that of the Chureb of |, land, 2s mY Reg, you haye been edu- 


cated : whe wa ues and Reaſon 'yow ſeal to 

that fared boyd which: ruaart? vr. urn that 2t may beiju- 

<font Ons Religros, aud not whe mans Cufgns, or Tadoie 

which you profeſs, | £:0(3 fp 11442 16 

_  To.ffal to Any; bond xhich adication may. Frum wiinies, 

were to: other mens tradition, which /in/.the Bleſſed 
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cy only oof | the Church-whertin-he had been educated ; 
Happy :for Him;:43 Accidental as to the Genes 
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bid any of it's ſons the: uſe of .thejr own eyes:- if-irdid,'/This 

7oald be) fufficient reaſon, gor-only. [to *Diftruſtz bur 
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wH0m; but 4 application' i of Ore ale re Parti Ltrs int a nu- 


we 
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ork and& what #&'truc | 
1 Re Coe ſeed" for' pop 2 ati, 


muſt conſult no othey! bar-the "facret Oradies, whitch' give us 


both CharaQter and Account of the GoſpeÞE-+ by he: ne 
underſtand the rey by: theLowr, the Nuttibero Its: 


\The” Cha after ferbrerehy: we ar676 dee of the Natufe of 
the Goſpel, is ſomerume that of a Covenamt ; oftner, that of a 


Meſſage. - 

- 1, Sometimes it's ſet forth 4s % COVENAN FT, cither' to fe- 
cure us'of the Performance off God's pert; becaufe if he ſhould 
violate ir, he inuſt break: noventipe Promtk: given, . bur a Cove- 


nant ftabliſbed ; or clin er cis to & Former Covenant, which 
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ape whteh our Lord 


corals Arrian po; ' it ava: Fatida- 
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Covenant, 
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 itis to ſucceed ; and under this Chara&er we find it prophecied 


of Fer. 3 1.33: which-Prophecy Ro Heb.$. 8. Behold, the 
days come (ſaith the Lord) when I will make a New Covenant with 
the houſe of Iſrael and the houſe of. Judah 3: Ndt according to the Co- 
venant which I made with their fathers in the day when I took them 
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"it ig alſo a Betrer-ane;--and deſerveth:; the other and 
better char x: £ $a HOW Foy Frey FfY AGE "Thi 
2. NNIWre Brequentdy £15: 466; 1QNtx as A: AGEs. , LMS 
the word literally importeth, and under 'This title we find 
it moſt _ proclaimed by St-;Fobs}-40.his. entry. upon 
his firſt Epiſtle 3 wherein haying ſtadiouſly recommended it 
to our confidence by its certainty, and to our appetites by its 
happineſs, he 'proceedeth to publiſh-its deſiga-ro be no other 


-— than the advancement of, Prigaitive,. Natural;.Religioo, £0. a 
| higher perfeCtion:. Theſe thi HRS. lig 


oe write 20 you that: you may have 
w only the Father, but ovr fe/- 
lonſbip 


fellowſhip &c. The Patriarchs kne 
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lowſhip is with'the Father and with his Son. As therefore in the 
face of. Jeſus Chriſt we ſee more of the Father's goodneſs, ſo are 
weithereby obliged to higher ſtrains of love to Fim and one an- 
other, which is the ſumm of Natural Religion. 

../The ſameina gayer dreſs we have in the next verſe; Theſe 
things. we write unto you that your joy may be full. . * Natural Reli- 
gion taught men to worſhip God with Feaſts : and by'this Argu- 
ment principally doth P/xtarch prove the joys of the Religious 
to be greater than thoſe of the Epicurean ;: becauſe the one taſt-. 
«th nothing but the wine and viands, -but-the other rejoiceth in 
God,-'Then and There 7 na Preſent and Propitious. And 
by this Argument muſt the Foy of a Chriſtian be greater than 
that of a Philoſopher ; becauſe the One can have no other aſſu-. 
rance of God's propitiouſneſs, but what he can borrow from his 
Reaſon; whereas the other hath it by Revelation: For in the. 
nem Covenant above-recited, '1s'a promiſe of mercy in forgive- 
nels of ſins); and inthe Goſpel this is more plainly. expreſſed. 
ſo taat.our St. Fohy maketh'1r'a' point of faichfulnels .in God to 
performit-:. And whereas'death is the wages of fin, eternal life. 
mulſt.be the:con{equence of irs pardon, which alſo in the Goſpel 
i PR ed fo what the Philoſophers ſtrongly Wiſhed 
and faintly Hoped,' the Chriſtian is Secure of, and thereby his . 
jo:% Full intharpart wheew theirs was Thirſty, / | 
.. Having thus-endeared and 'pabliſhed'! the gracious Deſigs of 
his meſſage, he proceedeth to deliver it's joyful Matter : - T hi is 
the i meſſage 'which' we have heard of him, ' and declare unto you, that. 
Goa #6) light, aud in hin. is'no darkneſs at all.” A'glorious, but a 
dazeling Word | whereby yet we underftandithis plain: truth, 
that God.is molt perfett,and it is the deſign of the Goſpel to 1n- 
vite.us to:be ſuch as he is ; which alſo St.Perer verifyeth ſayings 
For this purpoſe are given ws many rich and precious Promiſes, that 
by them we ſhould be partakers of the divine nature ; than which 
words none "can more clearly declare that rhe deſigne of the 
Goſpel, is So todeliver us fromthe diſfcipline'of the Ceremonial 
Law,as to Exalt us to th& higheſt PerfeQion inthe En , by 

| | making 


.- 
-making us Perfel? at our Father which is in heeven © perfet}. 

And if this be the Dejigme, this the Mattey of the Goſpel, then 
have we an Authentick General Teft, whereby every ine - 
mult be tried,that clatumeth our entertainment as a Goſpel truth. 
For.every wiſe Agent valueth the Means by their ſerviceable- 
neſs; 10 the, End, and Particulars by their ſunableneſs tothe 
Generals: If to theſe we find any doftrines Serviceable, we 
muſt Embrace them ; if Impertinear, we muſt Slight them; 
it Pernicious, we muſt. Condema them. 

With this Teft then in our harids as we Safely may, fowe 


Boldly ſhall purſe our Enquiries: | 
The Firſt is, What was the Goſpel which owr Sevicwr and his 


<—_— a«cbed ? 
bis inquiry pk plainly concerneth: matter of Fall and hers 
EE Sn 
| s., Caftnot 
ys or any other qualification of mit - but. Care: 
nor a doth it put us to tumble"greator many 
Books, yea or much as one Syſtem ; faith no” more thad our | 
| Lord did to him: that what he ſhould do To beſaved? 
Our Lord fent bim to his Bible, what is wrirrew. inthe Law? how 
readeſt thou? We havea faithful record of whatever 'can wh 
to be Goſpel, and' ſufficient to anſwer the like que | 


what ſbal Thelieve tobe ſeved ? 
truly ſo called dh nie 


IN its la Edition the G 
Two DoQ&rines: St. Mark faith, Our Seviour came into Galilee 
preaching the of the kingdome of God {oyi , the tine is ful 
the ki of God is at hand REPE "4nd BELIEVE | 
the Goſpel: By which if it be not ſufficiently plain, that the Goſ- 
oe: od ed in Repentance and Faith, St. Pas/putrethit 
nd difpute : For in his farewel diſcourſe with the Elders 
of = Church of _—_— he thus juftifieth himſelf.7 have not kepe 


back any thing from you that was Tenge for you, but preached anto 
208 REPENTANCE toward God'und'FAITH Reef ow Lord 


Jef us 
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Teſus Chrift. No words can more expreſly declare that in theſe 
two are contained, not only all things Neceſſary, but all thin 
Profitable : And thoſe who ſo importunately call for another 
catalogue of fundamentals, muſt impeach the Apoſtle either of 
groſs Ignorance or a groffer Lye. 14.0 

Yea, the Holy Ghoſt ſeemeth ſo to ſhun multiplication of ne- 
cefſaries, that 1n- other places it thinketh Two too many, and 
therefore reduceth them to One ; and to Either of the two. For 
in our Lord's firſt Sermon as recited by St. Matthew we find no 
mention of Repentance, but only of Faith: And fo his laſt . 
Sermon agreeth with his firſt, for therein he profeſſerh this to 
be the defign of his death and reſurre&ion, that repentance and - 
remiſſion LP fins [bould be preached in his name amone all nations. 

Yet is Faith alſo in its turn honoured with the ſame dignity, . 
as 'the ſole and adequate ſubſtance of the Goſpel : ' Our Lord 
himſelf told  Njcodemme, that" God ſent him into the world that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſÞ but have everlaſting life. 
And St. John cloſeth his Goſpel with this laying,” Theſe things 


. are written that you may believe that Jeſms is the San of God, and. 


that believing ye may have life in his name. 

So far is our Lord from thinking his Goſpel honoured by mul- 
tiplication of Articles, that rather thag keep up that leaſt of 
numbers, he is content to diſmilſs'cither of the two. 

That in. this he may_ nat. appear to. contradict hiraſclf ;- we 
muſt confider , that they are both the ſame under different 
aſpetts; and. in their comprehentve latitude either containeth 
the other : For ta Believe iac|udeth Repentance, as a condition 
of obtaining that Remifian, which withour:Faith it could not 
pretend tos norlabour for :* And Repentance-includeth Fanh, 
becauſe it is' performed in confidence of the promiſe,that Gad : 
for Chrift's ſake will pardon the penitent. - - 

Becauſe therefore they have their ſeveral. aſpects and defini- 
tions,-upon the diftin& views whereof, they 'mdy-be doth of . . 
them mare clearly apprehended, therefore will we handle them : 
as the two tables'of the new-Covenant, fo Joined as ro be _— 

rat : 
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ral. When diſplay*d they appear Two, Faith,and Repentance 5 
when cloſed, they appear but One ; and That fide which is nexr 
the eye denominateth the whole, ſometime Faith, ſometime 
Repentance, - Yes! the whole new Covenant is written by our 
Lord's own finger in theſe two tables ; and the 's puts ites 
which he appointed, thereby to engage us to profeſs our ſelves 
His diſciples, are not Parts of his Covenant, but Badges of his 
Followers, and Acknowledgments of their homage to his Per- 
fon. Thoſe Rituals we ſhall not negle, but firſt muſt do ju- 
ice to:the' Covenant in its Subſtance ; and we ſhall endeavour 
to do it with all poſſible ſimplicity, with ſuch plainneſs as -may 
Inftra& every Honeſt reader , and Convince every Obſtinate : 
Provided they have not ſo utterly abandoned all their faculties, 
asto become contradictions to themſelves, which they muſt be, 
Fr want both Courage and Fear; Courage to denounce ,the 

ma 'which the Apoſtle hath. commuſſionated .them, to 
caft againſt the greateſt human authority, if it bring anather Go- 


4 


eel; and Fear /to' offend againſt our Lord's command, not to 


call any one Maſter upon earth. 
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Of Faith, In That ſence it Tufhifieth?- 


VVE begin with Faith upon two: contrary accounts: 1. 
Becauſe it is ſo unhappy, as to be the occaſion. of the 
Gnoſticifm which {ſo much troubled St. Pas!, by opting di- 
iciples minds from the ſimplicity which - in Chriſt ; and 2. Be- 
cauſe it is ſo happy, as to be honoured by our Lord and his 


Apoſtles, as the ſole condition for: our Salvation. For as St. Pau! 


declareth, that we are Juftiied by Faith without works; {o'our 
Lord (who doubtleſs knew" his own errand) telleth Nicademws, 
God fo loved the world that the Jens oi only begotten Son into. it, 
that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh but have everlait- 
ing life, What 
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What can be fuller or clearer ? The Benefit is proclaimed an- 
der a double.charaQer, to double. its certainty, Negative, ſball 
wot periſh ; and, Poſitive, ſball have everlaſteng life : The Promiſe 
is Univerſal, to whoſoever believeth, and Free from all other con- 
dition but believing. - If rhis ſeem incredible,. the' wonder is 
cured by another no, leſs gr God ſend his ofily begotten 
Sos into the world 0n purpo et. both the one and _ the other 
are made credible by _— a uy ho nal mng aſſigned, God ſo loved 
the world. And gow; whar. need of the impertinent trouble of 
Repent Bn: * Why ſhould. we, run, the: gandelope of 
morti bly} our appetites; and aMifting our ſouls? 

Thus 07 ſome daſh the two tables of the new Covenant a- 
gainſt each. other, and make the. Goſpel-an enemy toits own 

at deſigr 5 which, we have found « to. , be the advancement of 


ALTUILaL x6 IQN. . 
..The-fn ſervice, therefore chat, we can reaſonably do to 
Faith, :muſt be:to reſcue it. from ſo great a miſchief, by -recon- 
ciling our Lord's abſolute Promiſe F eternal life to mhoſoever be- 
lieverh. -with his no.lels abſolute Threat, that exceptwe we 


helper. a Hoh WE a qr by thele Fw Propo- 


F jt 5's ay be under Hood 
to be ſwppoſea. 
ie of eternal life to-all believers, 
be ſuppoſe 7 


"_ AUP | So tacit ſuppoſe! 0 all. things nece{[ary- to 
be ſuppo ed. ro +4 bis, at leaſt ef Troubleſons and C- 
qually Needleſs, ay whoever maketh. a. e ſhould expli- 
citly reckon up all ſuch conditions, as by choir own lightare Vi- 
fible, and therefore Need not ; and by their Multitude Innume- 


_ rable, and therefore Cannot be particularly..expreſſed : Reaſon 


therefore, and Neceſſity, and the joint PraQtice of iall mankind, , 
have concurred int be rule, that whatever is neceſſary-in irs own 
nature to be Sap ſed, is. to. be taken as neceſſarily Implied; 
y. in CW | Yoon iſe are tacitly implied ſych 
ains 


Bah [8] 
Plain, though unmentioned Reſervations. 

2. R ce, ane Helibeſs of LD me 12: 
pafed. This nature of the thing, and 


che expres declarations of cha alive the promiſe. 
From the N agere of the thing. © The Law of Nature is writ- 


ten inthe heart bythe hand 'God, as 2 niaſcros of li5.own 
nature, and muſt be, like its nl, immortal : Sik ike 


CAIN& not to- deface it, but to 
it upon our I | 
fon, with 


upon our ites.' A 
POD any. aCcount ws hat vromiſe. nit 
would turn him froma Seviour 102 Temver* Ti i of Eo 


at ; 


the voice of the Set 
dn me Kerb 2 /aft 


ſes ur Searle and 7 ben he warned us aga! 
He openly declared, tes fame wok oh 
cafting owe De- 


their Fakth, butits Fruits : 

deivg meny wonderful works, are wept Hrs of true 
faith ; z yet even to ſuch, he will fay, Han, me, 1 alan 
x0f, he knows them tog welt i oe yOu oaks 


prby mus | map 

preferreth it tothe ſame dignity :' for tr retry Serman 94 
Apaltles, bn ho SET g BOAR = Thus 
# 6 written, and thus it G: to tort 

and that  Repextance and 1 rei f Tiga hel br Bi 
ame ;. but to-what purpoſe” itance bes preached it 
his name; whohad promiſed everlaſfi ike wheat PR 
"That-we maybe the more ſeCut of rule ſo important, ler 
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us ſee how its confirmed by an example fo appoſite, that it 
looketh more like an illuſtration framed on purpoſe, than a true 
hiſtory. A#. 27.18. | 
We were in the ſame danger of Eternal death as St, Paul and 
his company wer of Tei {, and our deliv&ance no leſs 
like, than-was the danger : Paul promiſeth, rhere ſball not be loſs 
of any max's life ; yet when the Mariners would have ſtolen a- 
way, he {aid to the Cefiturion, exceps theſe -abide in the ſbip we 
cannot be ſaved. | 
What now can the Antizomian plead, which this example 
doth not anſwer ? 'Whart difficulty is there in the doQtrine of Ju- 
ſtification by Faith, which it doth not clear? Did Chriſt abſo- 
lutely and univerſally promiſe, that oever believeth in him 
fhall mot periſh ?' So did his Apoſtle abſolutely and univerſally 
-omiſe, that 16 mar's U5 be loft : Ts Juſtification freely 
promiſed for Cor {ake? _ ſo was deliverance freely promiſed 
tor'Pau/'s /aks.' Did/God ſend his Sow to publiſh this protniſe ? 
{o did he {end his Azgel to $t. Paw. Are our beſt works inſuffi- 
cient 0 juſtify 'us ? {o- was the beft skill of the Mariners to de- 
liver the voyagery. Yet unleſs the Mariners abide in the ſhip, 
none of the compatiy can eſtape ; and" unleſs holineſs abide'+n 
ourkives, we muſtperiſh. Tf-theyefore any under pan of 
caſting anchor/upon 'Chrift*s promiſe,” ſteal away repen- 
tance, we muſt have recourſe to our rule, as St. Paw! had to the 
Centwrion'; andthe neceſſity of holineſs will perform the fame 
office as the Souldiers did, cut aſunder their pretonces, and'ler 
their hopes fall off. © BY tell on: tf BY | 
In this rule there is nothing doubtfal but this, whether ic be 
more 'Obvious,or Negle&ed, or Tmportant * 
So Important, that it will clear all the difficulties which ſwell 
ſo many volums, with queſtions concerning Jxft;fcation,and the 
Covenant nite," Papiewgilt not be able to quarrel with us, 
when welay with St. Paul, By Faith we are juſtified ; nor will 
the" Antinomians be able to accuſe Vs as enemies of frge grace , 
when we ſay with 'St. James, we are juſt ified by works. 
| D 2 


It 


| __ F-36i} % 

It is ſo Obwiors and ſimple, that it will ealily avoid theim- 
pertinent niceities of Diſputers, whether it be an-Aſſent, or Re- 
liance, or Recumbency ? whether it juſtify as anTIaftrumeart,oc 
2 Condition? by the AQ or the Habit? Before ſanCtification, 
or After it ? &#;, We no ſooner reconcile St. Pas! with himſelf, 
his Abſolute Promiſe. of deliverance with his Proteſtatioo, thar 
without the Mariners ſtay they muſt periſh ; but we thence 
learn how. to reconcile him with St. Fames ; free Grace, with 
Conditions required ; the Inſufficiency -of good works, with 
their Neceſlity ; Juſtification by works, upon account of Natu- 
ral Religion ; with Juſtification by faith, upon account of the 


" Golpel. | 

; Yecir is ſo NezlefFed, that among thoſe many Treatiſes that 
have been publiſhed, concerning the New Covenant and Fuftifi- 
cation, I know not of one that hath honoured it with ſo much as 
a Mention. J62 77 | S331 AY. REM ys," 
_ Yea, it is worthy our conſideratibn upon another account ; 
it may ſilence, not- only the. Antinomian, in his PIER to 

ood works, but the Gnoftick too, in his humor of diſputing. 
For pray conſider 3, would it not have been wonderous wiſely 
done, if in time of fuch danger, . and; upon ſuch warning, + the 
fouldiers, in ſtead of hafting to ſecure the mariners,: and /their 
own lives, ſhould have trifled away their-precious time-in dif- 
puting to which of the two they muſt owe their lives? to the 
Apoſtle; becauſe God had given them'to him ; or to the mari- 
ners, becauſe he had declared: they could- not eſcape without 
them ? For God's ſake, let us haſten to put our ſouls out of dan- 
ger ; when that"is dorie, and'we-ate-ſafe at: land, if we;,can 
there find no better employment, ngr-greater” pleaſure,” than-to 
play atcrofs purpoſes, we-may think how. to oppoſe, and then 
to reconcile St. Paul and St. Fames. i 1 1 

The caſe (you may ſay). is very, unlike :*St.- Paubwas a cho- 

ſen veſſel, anda ftout champion for the Gofpel ; He 'was not be- 
bind the very chiefeſt of the ApoFhes, bus labpared and\uffered more 
than they all.. 'T his very voyage was but part of a danger,which 


Carried 
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carried himto a greater-for the Goſpel's ſake: And it was but 
juſt that his Lord, for whoſe ſake he was engaged in the ſtorm, 
ſhould deliver him from it ; and the extent of the favour to all 
his companions, though in Juſtice it were not due, might very 
congruouſly begranted in Kindneſs to ſo greata Saint, and un- 
der ſuch circumſtances., But what are the great merits of faith, 
which may any way entitle it to ſo great a — 4s everlaſting life ? 
Whatever can pretend to worth, muſt make its claim good, by ſbewin 
how it-partaketh the nature of God, who is the firſt good : but to jo 
Credulous, « /o far from the power of Divine life, that it is a plain 
confeſſion of Weakneſs ; it is nothing elſe but Leaning upon another, 
for want of knowledg of its own : The ſimple believethevery word, 
but a wile man Jooketh well to his going, ſaid the wifeſt of all 
mere men. And experience telleth ws, that Children and Dotards,Wo- 
men and Fools, the Sick and the Iznorant, are moſt eaſie ; and by how 
much any man i wiſer, by ſo much he is warier, that he be not impoſed 
upon. Hadit any worth, we ſbould have heard of it in Moles or . 
the Prophets; and the Philoſophers would have allowed it a place a+ 
mong the virtues : Whereas on the contrary, Philoſophers reckon Cre- - 
aulity the vices, and the Old Teſtament mentioneth it but once - 
or twice, and that not by way of Precept but: occaſionally. And 'what 
reward can it poſſibly diſerve ? If T believe, either. I do '4t upon good 
reaſon, or not-; If 1 ſee good reaſon for. my belief, 1 cannot i deſerve 
Reward, becauſe no man can chuſe, but muſt Neceſſarily believe, as 
far as Reaſon requires : If T believe without reaſon, then I am a fool, 
and ſo far from deſerving. a Reward , that 1 deſerve' Blame. 
And if it ſeem hard to juſtify our Loid's Wiſdom, | in promiſing f9 
great a reward to a performance that deſerveth none: at att ; 'it widl ap- 
pear no leſs ſo, to juſtify his Goodneſs, in impoſint ſuch a; task no in 
Difficult than Worthleſs : For whereas no [mall part of the gogd ti- 
dings of the Goſpel, is our manumiſſion from the bondage-of Moles;s 
law ; the yoke of Chriſt will ſeem the harder of the twa. His. eaſier - 
for a rich man to ſacrificeewhole Hecatombs,. whers he: hath wealth: e- 
nough to purchaſe them; than topull out his eyes ; yet can; any man ea» 
ſer pull out theeye of his Body than his Reaſon, which is nat only the 
; 2 


by G1 7! i | 
rye, but the heart; for it is his very Definition, without which he can- 
not be a Man: It is God's Image, and the Apoſtle exhorteth us to 
put-on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
1mage of him that created him. Now that God ſbould Print his 
-irmage 518 08#" hearts, require us to Renew it ; yet promiſe eternal life 
forvewardif we Deface it ; is a ſaying harder to be Believed, thay all 
the ceremonies of Moſes's law were to be Prattiſed. 

This and more is objected again(t Faith in general ; and till 
the more we deſcend to particulars, whether 1n the Do&trines, 
that are impoſed as articles of Faith ; or in the difpute between 
That and Good works ; the more will the ObjeQions riſe in 
force and number. For every one employeth his care againſt 
the adverſary of his opinion, with negle& of the firſt principles 
of the Goſpel ; and thoſe who plead for juſtification by Faith, 
havenot the gratitude to Juſtify faith it ſelf or its great Author; 
but leave him as an Arbitrary, Unreaſonable Lawgiver, impoſe- 
ing Uſeleſs: Worthleſs commands with the weightieſt obliga- 
tions. © - | | 
We ſhall therefore endeavour by his to perform ſo Ne- 
_ceflary and NegleQed a work ;and by the Plaineft,Simpleft,Ge- 
neral principles of Religion and Reaſon, fo to aſſert the-honour 
of qur-Lord and his Golpel, as to give a fairaccount both of his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; ana ba, Goſpel to be notcfs Grate- 
ful to'our Reaſon, than Gracious to our Selvation ; which alſo 
will be-.a d healer of our breaches that are made in our 
minds by. Doubts, or in the Church of Chrift by Diſputes, con- 
cerning controverted DoQtrines:; | 
Por whereas it 4s acknowledged as a foundation in all ſcien- 
ces, that we muſt ſeek truth by application of Generals: to Par- - 
ticulars; and it'is the General ſcope of the Goſpel to advance 
Natural Religion; this is the-ſting of the objeQion, That Faith 
hath no _ among Virtues, but Credulity hath one among 
Vieces: t our defence therefore may bottrobviare the obje- 
Qtion, and build apon' a good foundation, it ſhall rand upon 
theſe two pillars. WIN 29795" h 
\\ Ii. Faith 


[13] 
r. Faith s a duty in Natural Religion, 45 4 cardinal virtue. 
2. Credulity us not Faith 3 but as oppoſite to it, as vice is to wvir- 


te. 

Both theſe Propofitions att of Divine authority, recommen- 
ded by the Apoſtle Romw.3-4+ in theſe words, Let: God be rywe, 
but pres ph fothat we can ſay nothing but by way of 
explication, - difplaying what is wrapt up in thoſe few divine 
{yllables: And when we have thence diſcovered what _ 
Faith made in-Natural Religion, we ſhall haye gone ar leaft - 
half way in diſcovering what power is given. it in- the Goſpel. . 
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| CHAP ILL. 
What figure FAITH made in Natural Religion? 


 Tdieth is a 
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doty in Natural Religion, « Cardinal vireue, Juſtice 


EF. toward God, to whom it payeth what is due : 'To his Ve- 
DR PE eh: to his Faithfalfiefsy tet God be juſt ; to - 


is Power, tet God be able to perfornt his Promiſes; &c. That 
his was taught by Natural Religion before Mo/es brought the 
Poſitive intothe world, and*thar- che Goſpel buildeth- upon 
Fhar foundation ;' Bany one donbt, let him but read the os 
chapter of S. Pax/'s Epitile to the” Rayans, he will there find: 
Abr aham#s Faith 'recoptmentded ro us for a Pattern, .with'an ex- 
lanationof the bleſſing he obcained by it, and who are to be 
eirsto it : Not the childien of his /oins; but of His /airh;” muſt 
be heirs ; thoſe who wal 5» his feps, ſhall reſt in his boſom; ' 
and after a deſcription of his herorcal faith, the Pahegyrick 'is 
clafed with a Sellrerics, Theſe things are whitten,. uct for Abra- 
' ham's ſake alone; but for ours alſo. © © WAY Oh 
» That we may walk in his fteps, it wilt be” requifite wetrace 
them ; which if we do, we ſhall find large fteps on eicher fide ; 
Great Confidence in God's Faithfulnefs on one fide, and uh 
-. Sx 


appliod; our Lord's words to E we. believe after we 


ve be 


Sz.” _ wet "=o OSS 4 R "TP -\ S 


' Ohedience to his Commands on ba other ; by the one he ſacri- 


fkced his Reaſon, by-the other his 1/aac. 


_ 7 7 xe in God's faithfulneſs was lo firm, that he 
eggeredatey but ut ood frrong in -his Belief, and — in his 
Obedience, notwithſtanding; all oppolite diſcouragements from 
the laws of Nature, or dictates of Reaſon. Tt was againſt the 
Nature, that he. Jhould. haye.a child, when both his 
his Sers' 5 bodies were no detter.than dead, as to power 
;-and. more again(tthe dictates of Reaſon, that 
Iſaac ſh d be a father affer he were Tacrificed : yet did not ei- 
ther-the One or the Other ſeem ſo-impoſſible, as that God 
ſhould lie. 

He knew him infos iQ Wiſdow, Poiwer, and Truth ; that 


on and 


Re to / 4 ev Ppeatedr 
a to raiſe ore the Topo he in theſe ay of mo Farber 


Abraham the Apoltl exhort thus to. er.him ; but we ' 
Vas 09 ef plas ang eg 


to. believe, Tins he us an 


own. on Te SR ſothat.to, 467 28 pe and ours may 


hae” Bleſſed 4braham bad nee: ſcen, nor heard, .yet be- 
Yet if we have the faith of Thomas, it ye 1m- 
righteouſneſs ; and the ApSitle fo ſpeaketh, as if 
rection upon That very account : 
for he faith, C fuer was delivered for our offences, and raiſed again 
for our j Jeffigs ; in which words though the ſame particle 
both,..yet- ms it be as little the Apoſtle S 
Meaning as on __— that-it ſH ould ogg, ; faqs: ig both; 
forhe ſo died for owr offences, as to Ie in our ſtead ; but we can- 
not deſire, nor could the Apoſtle mean, that he _y in our ſtead: 
We rejoice that our offences are taken away by his i; Dus 
ou 


lieved 
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ſhould. be ſorry to have our Juſtification taken away by his 
ReſurreQtion : It is therefore plain that the Particle | For] is 
ſo far from the ſame ſignification in hoth, that the former is 
contrary, to the later :..'We are juſtified by his Blood, becauſe - 
thereby our. fins are blotted out ; . but we are juſtified by his 
Reſurrection, becauſe thereon: our Faith is built: for thereby 
we are convinced of the truth which we are to believe, and by 
that belief to. be juſtified, as was Abrahem. So,plain it is that 
the Faith which the Goſpel requireth 'had its foundation in na- 
tural Religion; and while Abraham is. propoſed. as the father 
of the Faithful', Natural Faith is alſo propoſed as the mother 
of the Evangelical. That in the Law it ſhould never be Com- 
manded, nor ſo much as Recommended more than Once, and 
that with no higher Eulogy than this, Abraham believed God 
and it was accounted to him for righteouſneſs ; nor by any of the 


Deopens, but once, and that with this come-off,” the juſt 
ſhall live by his Faith ; this is no wonder at all : For whoever 
hath ſo much Religion as to believe there is a God, muſt be- 
lieve him to be: Abſolutely Perfe& ;| which he could not be, 
if he want either Veracity.or Power ; and if he be infinite in 
Both, ic muſt be impoſſible for him to lye, or fail of performing 


his Promiſes. 7 | 

This therefore needeth neither Revelationfor want of Evi- 
dence, nor Precept for want of a plain Obligation : and the Old 
Teſtament muſt have done impertinently if without avy need 
it ſhould have offered the one or the other. 


Yet though the Old Teſtament give us no Command, it doth 


: 


give us Warnings by the puniſhment of Unbelievers. Sarah, 
or her believing husband's ſake, eſcaped with a gentle repri- 
mand, though her Unbelief of- the truth of God's meſſenger 
were aggravated with a double Untruth of her own : for though 
ſhe ahod at the promiſe of a Sonin her old age, and then de- 
nied that ſhe did ſo laugh ; yet did the Angel reprove her with 
no other ſharpneſs, but that of reaſon, againſt her double fault. 
I any thins impoſſible with God? was an argument hk <7 "_ 

datura 
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Naturah Religion, ſo: forceable as-to triumph over alf natural 
caufes, and ftop the month of all other infidelity, but that of 
the Arheitt, 

Bue Lo#'s wiſe, after fo manifeſt experience of the power of 
her gucits, in. delivering themſelves from rhe force of the whole 

City, by ſmiting ſmall and great with blindnefs, believed nor 
their threats to por rmogk rhe ſame City with fire; but turmin 
back from behind her believing , flying husband who's ha 
to fave himſelf, and obedience to the prohibition the Angels 
(ſaying look not behind thee ) Windered tic from perceiving it 
returning ito the curſed City, there periſhed among her wick- 
e& neighbours, and became a pilley of fab, that is, in the He- 
brew idiom, \4w everlaZing 7, 'of the puniſhment due 
to unbehevers. 

"—_ to. aſtarvin Dy ulePiorhanc God promiſed a 

ter plenty the next Liv | than ever had been knownin- 

che 1acredulous- Lord had This puniſhment, that he ſaw it in 
bigejes for the convidtion of his Unbetief, but could not taſt ie 
for the ſatisfa&tion of his Hunger: The unbelieying Ifraclites, 
who lived upon daily experience of God's power, whe they 
diſtruſted his e of vidory over the tall and mighty Ca- 
vaanites, peri in he wilderneſs; and thoſe that asked ca» 
God prepare « table inthe wilderneſs ? ' felt under his wrath with 
the meat in their mouths. 

The fame. light which ſheweth us the Being of God, ſhew- 
eth alſo his. PerfeQions'; and to give an expreſs Law, or uſe 
any. other means to perſwade a Belief in him, had: been the 
ſame wiſdome, as to perfiwade me to believe the Sun ſhineth - 
which were an affront both to the Sun and me. 

And thus I hope I have proved that Faith in God is a duty of 
Natural Religion, a'moral Virtue, and tobe valued for its it1- 
trinfick 'worthy/ as a partitipation of the drojnt nature, inone'of 
God's Attributes, his Juſtice ; and we may well procegd to. 
conlider, that beſide this intrinſick worth, whereby it deſerv- 
eth to be valuedas TIT - it hath another worth, as a Ser- 
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ricable means to all other Graces and Duties. 


2. FAITH.is 4 
EO T Fe 


Zoos promoter of Obegience ; and whereas 
cemethi{tlent herein, we havea whole and 
in the New; aſcribir a ap heroical ations 
ſufferings of the Patriarchs) to This Grace : and ſo by a kind 
of licniatim afſertin He right which Natural | eligion 
_ , and God' might ' ( he had þ pleaſed) have by Law requi- 
r 

_ And that 1 it may be Proved as clearly as Aſerted ; an ar- 
gument is offered in the entrance u diſcourſe : by Faith 
Enoch was tranſlate having parks þi' his teſtimony, that * pleaſed 
God ; but without "Faith it is impoſſible fo pleaſe God, for 'm that 
cometh to God, i 899M believe that he is and that he is « rewarder of 
them that dilig 1” + Jeek 'him 5 which argument will receive a 
little light Nat phraſe wherein the teſtimony was given, 
and whetots theargument refers. Tt is ſaid Gew. 5. 22. Enoch 
walked with God, 'and now the Sorites- runs thus, Is that doth 
not walk with God cannor pleaſe Gdd; he thatdoth not come 
to God canfiet walk avith God, hethat dethi not believe that 
Godis 219% a rewarder-of 'them that diligcotly ſoekhim, cat 
norcome'to him)! nor willhe ſeek after him." 

"Aﬀer 'this" ' ye Have Aimuſter of many atchicve- 
ments d by Faith-iathe Patrtarchsand others, many | 
whem ſtandeth Father Hbrohaw tike'Sunt amon the 
taller by the head 3 not only than all 'there preſent, but an 
=—_ £ ever \eteor ſhallbe: 'For che higheſt Boaſt of St. John 

is, This s tht" wittory that overcanmerh the world, even our Faith : 
but Abraham might boaſt a'Viftory, not only over the world, 
but over- it's Creator.. Forit is fatd God tryed Abraham : he did 
indeed, for he tried the maſtery with him : he ried which 
could exceed, hinfelf in hard 2 Bclequtoy or Abraham in abſo- 
ite Obedience ; endupon trial it appears, "that the vitory fell 
10 Abrahin?s Faith; which did not only Fulfl his duty, but 
Exceed i K; perhaps in the TE certzinly in the Manner. = 

2 1. The 
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1. The Matter was ſuch; as he might have Diſputed, and per- 
haps Diſobeyed, without fin: He might poſſibly have pleaded 
God's Promiſe in bar to his Command. God had given him this 
Son, *tis true, but with, a promiſe annexed, -that this San, this 
very Son 1ſaac,” ſhould be Father of a numerous and blefſed-Po- 
ſterity : And ſince this depended upon. his life}; whatever. right 
God might have to his Obedience, himſelf had a right in God's 
Promiſe, which he could not .be obliged to renounce. And 
granting that God's prerogative might over-rule ſuch a plea ; 
This however, - cannot, be-denyed, that Obedience, however 
unwillipg, was-the utmoſt which. the command: could exaQ, 
and therefore Tad re Qetrst han ewe Wu 
2. The Manner of his obediente certainly exceeded his obli- 
gation, in the Chearfulneſs and Dilgeen of. the;performance. 
For *though, 1/a«c were endeared to him by.\long deſpair, and 
then by glorious promiſes; though, he' maſt periſh not' by an 
Ordinary. os Honourable death, but; that, ofa Beaſt ; though 
the tender father muſt not Hear of this by Meſſengers, but muſt 
Torment his' Eyes, - yea Imbrue his Hands too! in the - cruel 
Butchery ; though in ſo doing, he muſt offer no leſs violence to 
his Reaſon, than to-his 7[az ; i, rg this, might well hays 
Staggered, yea quite Oyerthrown bath..Faith and Obedience; 
yet is, he ſo far from Staggering, that he doth not only Stand 
firm to his duty, bur Qut-goeth it : doth not plead che ſcandal 
of ſo Cruel, fo Inhuman,' and Vanatural an ation, as.-muſt 
make his Perſon and his Religion ſtink among his neighbours ; 
doth not intercede for his only-Son,as' for\Sodow ſaying ſhall nor 
the God of all the world\ dy; right?-doth.not petition for. him as 
Moſes did for the people, that God onobia ſe his ſentence, 
or as. Jephta's daughter did for a little timg of reprieve,z; but 
without the. leaſt tergiverſation,. is equally, Diligent and.Cay- 
tious 1n the execution ; rifzth early in the morning, hideth his 
urpoſe from his. wife leſt ſhe ſhould hinder it, taketh 'with him 
ut: two ſervants, and them he leaveth at fuch diſtance, as to 
prevent the reſcue which their officiouſneſs might es of 
eir 


4 
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their young maſterfrom the ſeeming madneſs of their old, dril- 
leth I/azc himſelf along with pretence that God would provide 
a Lamb : what could the. moſt Tender father do more to Save 
the life of an only ſon ? FHeceft fides ſaid Nero, when his fervant 
to Arcs 6 vr Wear by ng ; Pow Fa 5g 2 'Faith as 
might well be 5mputed fo Abraham for righteouſneſs, and propoſed: 
to us for a pattern; and ſtop the mou of all objeQtions which 
ſhall not think Faith worthy of God's acceptance, or of a place 
among moral Virtues which are the Graces in Natural Religion. 

- And as. .4t; hath; che Worth, ſo it hath the Unhappineſs ofa 
Virtue, beſet:on either fide with a Vice, Defe& on one ſide and 
Exceſs on the- other : on the One ſide Infidelity is the Defe&, 
on [the Other ſide Credulity is the Exceſs of Faith ; and as is 
uſual with all Virtues, we find it reproached under the name 
of the Exceſs, whereof it is nd wiſe guulty, as we come to can- 
ſider in our ſecond Propoſition, | | 


—_— 
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| "Ott dulity is not Farra, but an oppoſite Vice. 


FAUREDULITY is not Faith; but as oppoſite to it as: 
- 4: Vice1sto Virtue :- as. Fool-hardineſs is to Yalour, - Pro- 
ity. Bounty; and all: Exceſs to. Prudence, which is, the: 
uk Oo all Virtue whatever. 779 48-07 5 <iÞ5 £1 | 1; 
\, We have reduced Faith-to Juſtice; , becauſe its proper work 
is -to- pay-God the confidence due to his Veracity.. And herein 
we-ſcem to be out. of all danger of Exceſs, ſeeing God's faithful- 
nels is anfigite + and ſo.indeed weare, while we make our pay- 
menttothe.Right Obje&t. For to God is due. not only AQuual 
belief of every word which we know him- to have ſpoken, but 
an Habitual readineſs to believe any other, whenever it fhalt 
apPeEatr 
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<—_—_ come froth Him, and ail without reſerve for any con- 
ſence or reaſon. 
0p valy danger of exceſs therefore lieth in our miſtake, not 
. of the Degree but the Objet;and tins we incur ifwe pay That 
to any creature which is due to God only. 

Our excellent Chillemgworth {pake no. leſs Modeſtly than Rati- 
onally, O_ he ſaid, that he had often demanded of the Ro- 
manitts, implicit Faith in our Lord, might not as well a- 
vail for Tu fifaron, as implicit Faith in the Church; but could 
gever receive an anfwer to ſo'plain and important a-queſtion : 
It 1s iadeed too much-to be Anſwered , but too little to be De- 
manded ;/ for it ought to he raifed to a 'demand; how'any 
Church dare Challenge, or any Perſon dare Pay, that faith 'to 
Any, yea to All the creatures in heaven andearth, which is due 
to God only ? This is Injuſticets God, for two plain Reaſons. 

T. It is a kind of ſpiritual Polytheiſin ; ſuch a falling down 
and worlfpen the creature, as muſt provoke Him who de- 
clareth himſelf a jea/ous God, that will not give his honour to an- 
other: Let God h 


God's own mouth ; and he that doth not believe the Later as 


well ashe Former, maketh God a Ls and man a God. 


2. Thoſe who ſo require im faith, ig any other: authori- 
ty, asto contradi& Reafon : 1'the lie, by making him 
 contradi& himſelf. For Rea 5 1s no leſs the word of God, 
than is the Scripture :. Yea Therefore, and therefore- only; wy 
we to believe whatever we find in Scripture, becauſe we are 
plain Reaſon convinced that it is the word 'of: God, 'whiny. - 
mult believe in defiance to all oppoſition whatſoever. The fpirit 
of 'a man is the tandle of the Lord, 7 mn w_— the innermot- parts of 
the belly, ſaith Solomon. The ſpirit is part of” dui frame, 
wherein we are created in knowledge after the i aig of God : and'in 
the fleſbly tables of our hearts are his words written with the-ſame 
| , as were his laws in-the tables of flowe 4 Grmomnadoere 0 

fax! that this Cndlecontradifted the Su ano righted Kh is tro 
injurious to God, than to his image and *h 
_ ere 


true, aud every man 4 tyar, is a double word of + 
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There is indeed in the One as in the: Other light, great diffe- 
rence of degrees of brightneſs : Some truths appear ſo plain, 
that the Weakeſt, yea the Soreſt eye, cannot 'avoid ſeeing and 
acknowledging them ; but ſome are ſo ſmall or ſo remote, that 
they may deceive or eſcape the Beſt. Yet muſt not This preju- 
dice our beliefe of ſuch great truths, as appear plain both b 
ſunſhine and candlelight, whereof the later never contradiQeth. 
the former. | 

Abraham's faith is our conſtantly ſerviceable pattern : Tt 
. ſeemed utterly repugnant to plain reaſon, that 1/aze ſhould be 
a father of nations ft he were ſacrificed ; but it ſeemed much 
more ſo, that God ſhould be Unfaithful ; and therefore, when 
Abrahams believed, he did no leſs juſtice to his own Reaſon, than 
to God's Faithfulneſs. 

To make this (if poſſible) yet plainer, we muſt diſtinguiſh 
between matter of Faith, and matter of Fat : Matter of Faith, 
is this only Propoſition, that it is impoſſible God ſhould lie ;. 
and to This, Abraham ſtood firm, without ſtaggering at the 
ſeeming oppoſition between the Promiſe and the Command : 
But that God firſt made ſuch a Promiſe, and then impoſed ſuch a 
Command , this was matter of Fat ; wherein though the 
Scripture be filent, Reaſon is clamorous; : ſhewing us, that {br a- 
hams was by Sufficient (though to us Unrevealed) eyidences, no 
lefs Secure This way, than Confident the Other way. Elfe 
might he mote juſtly be Blamed for q1ſhonouring with a. 
thought, that he could be author of fuch a cruel command; than 
Juſtifed for his confidence in a faithfulneſs, which had been un-- 
concerned. 

So there muſt be two Meaſures for our belief: of the one kind : 
is.the faithfulneſs of the Perſon, tn whom we believe : if God: 
be the perſon, our belief muſt be Infinite, becauſe his Veracity 
is fo; 1f man be the perſon, our belief muſt be Wary, becauſe 
man isa Liar, or at leaſt may be fuſpeted to be ſo.- Of the o-- 
ther kind, is the evidence which we have, that what is offered 
us for the word of God, is really ſuch : and to this we muſt pay 

acither: 
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neither More nor Leſs belief, than Reaſon will prove due ; pro- 
vided we be till ready to pay more, as our evidence ſhall in- 
| creaſe, becauſe our,Reaſon for belief will-iocreaſe equally with | 
TW ſuch evidence, | This is all that Juſtice can, demand-; and who- 

al ever payeth more, doth it iy his Owa wrong, and perhaps. in 
= God's too, | | | 
Fl A {ad example hereof” we have in the Prophet, that by the 
word of the Lord came from Jude to Bethel, and to the King's 
face propheſied the deſtruQtion of his Altar : he obeyed a Trou- 
bleſom and Hazardous Command, refuſed a Royal Invitation, 
| returned homeyard another way than that by which he came, 

Wh and in every thing conformed to his Commiſſion.; But when an 
If old Prophet ſaid to him, I am a Prophet as well as thou art, and an 
"nl. Angel ſpake unto me by the word of the Lord, ſaying, Bring him back 
Ih! with thee into thine houſe, that he may eat bread, and drink water ; 
I [| the caſy good man, believing the malicious lying one, was pu- 

[ niſhed, not ſo properly for his Diſobedience,. as his. Credulity. 
This being the rule (ſay the Rabbins agd Reaſon) that when 
a Prophet hath received a word immediately from God, he muft 
Ill not believe any. other than an equally. immediate word of God | 

x MESS... 7-5-1. ono now ads. on immo; 

The example jointeth cloſe with the caſe before us. What- 
ever we hear from clear Reaſon, we hear from a word of God: 
who ever would perſwade us to disbelieve it, muſt produce ſuch = 
Credentials, as may convince us to the contrary ; If he do this, 
Reaſon immediately tacketh about. in; conformity to the Bvi- 
dence, as to anotheg word of the ſame God: but if no other 
Credentials be offered than his own, or-ſome other Humane 
(that is, Fallible or Fallacious) authority ; we are no more to 

comply with it, than the true Prophet ought to have done with 

e. One. 

The d perhaps of ſuch Credulous perſons may be leſs diſ- 
-mal, they may not become the Ljoxs prey; but they have al- 
ready made themſelves the Aſſes companions, by (0 $:oc Ge 
their underſtandings to the bridle 4nd ſaddle, impoſed on them 


by 
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by a dull miſtake of Credulity toward man for Faith toward 
God ; more obvious than that of the Fool-hardy. Prodigal, or 
any other oyerdoer, ;that by Exceſs vitiateth a Virtue. 


BY theſe Plain and Vulgar principles of Morality, we under. 
ſtand in Believing as we doin all other ations, what is Virtuous 
or Yicious ; and ſo do we alſo, why ſo Little hath been ſpoken 
of it by Moſes. and the Prophets, and ſo Much. by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. , The ſame Natural Religion which claimed it as due 
to God, forbad to'pay it toany Crearure ;, upon the Former ac- 
count there EARN Apes br anexpreſs: precept, and upon the 
Later there was the Greateſt need ; not only of an expreſs Com- 
mand, but ſuch repeated Importunities, as might outvoice both 
Reaſon, when it ſhould decry ſuch a demand, and Intereſt, when 
it ſhould rebell againſt convinced Reaſon ; both whereof con- 
curred againſt the belief which our Lord required.- 


—— 


77, 608 EARS 
Hhy Farra” maketh a greater figure under the 
Goſpel, than it did under the Law ? 


FR our clearer view.afthe Reaſon; why Faith ſhould make 
ſo much a greater /fagure-in tho: Goſpet ,' than it'did under 
the Law,let us parallel Faith toward Chrift,with Loyalty towards 
the King. Loyalty iis aſtanding duty; which at all times muſt. 
be paid to the King. In peaceable times, as there is no occaſion 
for any any.proclamationto Require 1t, ſo there is none-to Pro- 
miſe it any Reward, butwhat the;laws of government promiſe 
at all times to good ſubjects, | pe in their juſt rights: But 
if a Prince be dethroned and-baniſhed, diſabled to defend bis 
own powerand his ſubje&s lives; if Loyalty now ſhall expoſe 
a good ſ{ubjeCt ta as great puniſhments, as.in good times are _ 
J | rewar 
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reward of rebellion ; Ins this caſe, Policy for his' own imtereſts, 
concurrerh with Juſtice to 4 00d ſubjefts merits,-to perſwade 
the Prince, by Publick proclarfiationsant- Private mieflages, and 
all other poſhble means, pop encourage his ſubjeQs with liberal 
proietiin that they may find it their Tutereft as well-as their 

_ to imploy their endeavours int cheir injured Prince's be- 


__ thus it48 in rhe preſet: caſs :- Faith is a tangin duty to- 
Chriſt, and muſt-de/paid-ar alt* tiri6s56 the end of the world. 
But at that tirne when ow! Lord 'Brft"Uliitied it, al St.Paut 
ſpoke ſuch great chit of it, there were” extraordinary reaſons 
fot the iaportunities and promiſes, wherewith 'it was then ho- 
ooured, and-'this word 
whenthe Chriſtian religion hath been long eſtabliſhed, have. 
loft their influence. 

Thoſe extrabrdinary tenſans may be reduoee to three. 1, The 
Difficulties of believing. 2: The Danger of profeſſing it. 3. The 
Our Jy of Both. 

he Difficulties at Firſt werg many and great ; the Com- 
iid was Short,but Hard': Towwbtlieve in God, believe alſs in Me. 


Toa believe in God, you cannot - args fo doing, and:thevery mno- 
tion of a God No it from,y ke nnor beheve ad is a 
God withont believing hit mT infinite, as inall other perfe- 


Ctions, ſo in Leto and this will require on. your part 
Suitable, 5:6. Infidite Confidence.” The: ſame- [afiaite, Abſa- 
late,. Implicit belief, which you thus acknowledge 'due'to God, 


is alfodue to Me ; Tamooins from heaven to be the lig heof this 


lower world in Spiticuat things; as-the Saris -Corporl't/a 


what ever i ſpeak, T requirei'you to'believe with the ſame: he 
» particadapwiord from heaven , or a m8-+ 


fidence, as-you woulda 


nifeft obje of ſight enlighttwd/by the"Sun, - 
'This at That time Tr 


in-fuch a'claim, and his 
Hard, becauſovery Un 


cired Tome. whereof in theſe Uays,. 


at That time) when-our Iedhrs 
es pl lerted tie! appeared'a'very- 
nable command, both 'to Jews and 
Greeks ; 3; 1t.was #0 the Jars 4 Humbling-block, and 10 the Greeks 


fo0+- 
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oliſbneſs ; for the Jews required a Sion, and the Greeks ſourht aft 
rnd he oo wolld diliove, muſt run —— dof 
whole world: for ſo did the Jews obje&t to St. Paul, We know 
Phat this ſett is every where ſpoken againſt. 

I. The Greeks {ought after Wiſdom, and to Them ſuch a be- 
lief ſeemed Fooliſhneſs. Their Wiſdom, was Prudence ; their 
Religion, Virtue : The ſame Religion which taught to pay God 
infinite belief, taught them alſo to meaſure theirubelict towarg, . . 
Man by the credibility of the Speaker, or'the y-him ſpo* 
ken ;. and whatever exceeded this meaſure, was fooliſhneſs. 

Butif Religion were no leſs concerned than Reaſon, then 
muſt —_— join' with Fooliſhneſs.; and as it doubled the 
Vice, fo did it the Caveat”: foras all change of opinion is diffi- 
cult, ſo is that of Religion moſt ſo. The world was never poſ- 
ſed by any Religion fo abſurd; but that education and growth 


_ gave it ſuch roots, as would not be pluckt up with caſe or a lit- 


tle labour ; yea, moſt men have no'orher reaſon for their reli- 
gion but this, which equally 'prevails- for the Worſt as the 
Beſt. 'The whimfees of Mabowerare -noleſs confidently embra- 
ced, and zealouſly defended and propagated, nor perhaps have 
they had fewer martyrs or colifelioxs, than the holy doctrines 
of the Bleſſed' Jeſus. The Worlhipers of (God's mirror / the 
'Sun, yea of the works of mengZhandsin-wood and ftone, are no 
leſs tenacious of their Folly, than we are of the Truch : Thoſe 
who worſhip what they eat; believe all choſe damned, who will 
not pullout their eyes /ang-do the fame. Since therefore none 
could believe -in 'Chrift , wethout -renouncing the Relegion 
whereby he was poſſelſed ;  thisalane 'imade ic very difficult. 

+ Andthe very-meanneſs of the Perſon. wasa mighty prejudice 
againlt fo great a claim. ' This had nopart +4nthe trial of Abra- 
-hamsfaith : He was no-1efs fure thathe had God's Command 

for facrificeing, Fuze, thanthathe had- his Promiſe for a blefied 

"poſterity from this Joins: but here: the great difficuſty , is the 

credibility of the: Perſſon ;" commanding and promifing fuch 

greatthinps.;"'That he could pive bs followers Eternal Tfe, 


FP 2 who 
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whocould not ſave himfelf-from 'the.moſt Shameful and Pain- 
ful Death ; that he could give'the inheritance of 'a Kingdom, 
who had not where to lay his head ; that the Son of a Carpenter 


. was the Son of God ; that a Man of Sorrows was :the' Lord of 


Glory ; theſe appeared ſuch abfurdities to their reaſon, that 
thoſe who ſought after wi{dow, muſt needs kind, it extremely dit- 
ficult to ſwallow them. | "By _ 

2. The djngeqwred < Sign, and ſuch a ſign, as might be no 


» i too mighty for all thoſe which had been wrought by Moſes's 


rod, than was his Serpent for thoſe of the Egyptian Magicians. 
The: founders of all other -rehgions wheedled the credulous 
crowd into a belief of their familiarity with ſome God : Thus 
did Numa impole upon his Romans, and Mahomet upon his Ara- 
bians: But Moſes was publickly owned by God 1n the eyesof 
the whole people, who for the ſpace of forty years lived upon 
miracles under his condutQt.z- they ſaw and heard the dreadful 
thunders' and lightnings'whigh promulgated their laws, which 
they therefore believed muſtbe' Immortal; becaule they knew 
them to be Divine: And can they believe him to'come from the 
fame God, who profaned the Sabbath which That law ha 
made the cogniſance of his peculiar people ? . 
To this prejudice derived' from Religion, add 'ahother from 
Tatereſt. They called the-Law:their Inheritance, and: as ſuch 
they valued it ; they look't down upon the 0112 the profane re- 
{idue of mankind, as no leſs Inferior to their holy Selves, than 
Superior to the Beaſts : and that they ſhould be levelled. :1ntoan 
equality, how incredible it appeared, we may meaſure,from the 
aſtoniſhment ofthe great Apoſtle, who, ſpeaks; of it, ;as-if he 
were again ſtruck down by a lighit and yoice-from- heaven. Eph. 


1.11, By revelation he made known tome the myſtery &c. and: verie 


the 9th. To make all men ſeewhat # the fellowſhip of the'myſtery 
which from the beginning of the world hath been bjd. in-God , who-cre- 
ated all things by Jeſus Chriſt, to the intent that now- unto principali- 
ties and powers in heavenly places might he known by the Church the 
wanifald; wiſdom of God according td the eternal purpoſe which he 


Pry =. 
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preypoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. What is This ſo wonderful 
Myſtery ? even this, which cannot be comprehended in one 
clauſe, that the Gentiles ſhould be fellow-heirs, and of the ſame body, 
and partakers of God's promiſes in Chriſt by the Goſpel. By ſuch 
amazement of this great Apoſtle, we may judge of his whole 
nation; and by the aſtoniſhment of him, who would not have 
believed upon any leſs evidence than a revelation, we. may 
ſafely meaſure the difficulty,which lay upon all thoſe that were 
trained up in the ſame religion. x. 

Another ſtumbling-block lay quite crofs their way, becauſe 
crols to their expeQations : They lookt for a Meſlia, that by 
his Victories ſhould no leſs advante them in Proſperity above all 
other nations, than Moſes by his Law had adyanced them in 
Holineſs : a Meſha, whoſe Perſon ſhould be 1lluſtrious, . bis 
Sword V ictorious, his Reign Glorious, and of whoſe Kzngdom 
there. ſbould be no end, either in point of Extent or Duration ; 
Such a Meſha did their Prophets promiſe, and the-time appoint- 
ed was now fulfilled ; their expeQations therefore were big, 
and their longings ardent : And. muſt this triumphant Meſſia 
now dwindle into a vagabond Galilean? muſt their expeQed 
triumphs ſink into this final promiſe, He that will be my difch 
ple, muſt take up his croſs ad follow me | This was therefore a.great 
itumbling-block to the Underſtandings,. becauſe it lay croſs to 
their Intereſts ; they were the more Unable, becauſe Unwik 
ling, to believe it ; which therefore required: a. weight of im- 
portunities and promiſes, ſufficient to coutterballance the dou- 
ble Welght of reluctancies. Nor was: this:the worſt, for 

2., The Danger; was at That time no leſs than the Diffeulry. 
I ſay at Thattime; becauſe That circumſtance-is highly. confide- 
rable : As it was extraordinary in point of Danger to the Diſci- 
ples; {o did it require ſuch extraordinary. promiſes. and importu- 
nities from our Lorgd,as might.induce. them both to combat all 
Difficulties, and outface all Danger. my 

In good and peaceable times, when a Prince exerciſeth 1s 
power without oppolition, as there. is no Merit an loyalty,. _ IS 

thers 
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there no proclamation of Reward to it. But if he bedriven 
from his ritrone, and diſabled not only to Govern his SubjeQs, 
-but co Defend Himſelf; if Loyalty betreated as Rebellion, and 
to allert the: ed Pringe's £1 be a forfeiture of life and 
eſtare; wu ſuch a caſe, the Prince's intereſt concurreth with Ju- 
{tice, tv perſwade him to encourage his good ſubjetts with Pro- 
miſes Extraordinary as his Own Needs,and TheirDanger. 
Juſt rhus -it was in thoſe times when Faith made fo great a 

fKgure in the Goſpel, that it ſeemed to engroſs the whole duty of 
a'Chriſtian, and all the promiſes of Salvation. Had it been ſuf- 
ficient to have believed with a Convinced,yet Silent mind, what- 
ever the Difficulty. might have been , the Safety might have 
equalled it: Bur this could not be accepted ;- the mouth muſt 
join with the heart, Ro. 10. x0. For with the Heart maj believeth 
wat righteouſneſs, xnd with the Month confeſſion is made unto ſal a- 
tiom. Nicodemus came to our Lord with the Former without 
theLater ; for coming by night, and Privately owning what he 
was either Aſhamed or Afraid 'Openly'to profeſs, he'is told in 
the Rabbinical ſtile, that unleſs by Baptiſm he make Open Pro- 
feſhonof tis faith, he cannot be a Chriftian; Fo.3. To the fame 
Fehce al{odid our Lord tell his Apoftles, when he commiſſioned 
them to preach the Goſpel, Hehe? believerh and is buprized, fbull 
Ge fleved : not fitaply hezhat believeth, but he that belreveth' und is 
baptized; ſomaking a Publick Profcfiion of his belief, and/him- 
icifa Viſible Member of Chriſt's church: *' + 

And here thoſe, who upon this account deny infants 'to be 
capable of Bapriſm, becauſe they are uncapable of Belief, may 
dowell to conſider the change of times, and of the reaſon there- 
on'depending. At That time, whoever'&id —— profeſs 

gre hmente 


the New and Perſecuted religion, muſt be ſappoſe mn with 


the rulers in That religion, which was publickly ' profeſſed and 
Nabliſhed by the-laws of the Land : but now thewwind bloweth 
from the oppoſit quarter,'and fince the Goſpel is the 'Stabliſhed 
religion, and the profeſſion of the very*parents maketh'preat 
odds-againt any:danger of the contrary, the church may, up- 
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on ſmall ſecurity from other fureties, admit any infant for a 
member. 

To which alſo we may add, that our Lordto his promiſe of 
everlaſting life annexed another : Theſe ſigns ſball follow ther that 
believe, in my name they [ball caft out Devils &c. The miraculous 
powers which were Therefore at That time given, becauſe at 
that time they were neceflary toward planting the new Goſ- 
pel, ceaſed with the need which required them, and for the 
ame reaſon did the Method, of belief preceding baptiſm. 

At preſent we are-not confidering the Method, but the De- 
fign of baptiſm : it was an Open Profeffion of Faith, and there- 
with an Open Defiance to the world and all its powers : The 
rulers had no'lefs Malice in their hearts, than Power in their 
hands, againſt all that ſhould profeſs a faith, which muſt abo- 
lſhthelaw of Moſes, which they gloried in, as advancing them 
to a fingular holine(s above all other nations, who yet were no 
leſs enemies to the fame new religion, which muft deftroy their 
Idols. Our Saviour therefore dealeth plainly and faithfully, He 
that will be my diſciple, muſt take up his croſs and follow me : He that 
hateth not father and mother, yea and his own life alſo, cannot be my - 
diſciple : I ſend you forth as lambs among wolves ; ye ſhall be role | 
before Governors'and Kings for my names ſake, &C. 

Such hardſhips were not more. contrary to the Appetites of 
, fleſh and blood, than to the Notions they had been educated in, 
of greatProfperity under the Meflia :- They had dreamed of an-- 
other kind of Y:#ory over the wor/tl, than what St. Fohn boaſted, 
ſaying, this is the vitfory which overcometh theworld, even your 
Faith; your faith which overcometh the world by. ſuffering all 
kind F Perſecutions 1a this. hfe, in afarance of glorious Re- - 
wards inanother. * | 

And in this; the Farh- of the Chriſtian-outvyeth That of 
Abram tvichſelf. There was indeed a danger that he might 
loſe his 1/azs, if God could not reſtore him to Hhfe when facri--- 
ficed ; but he had an experiment of God's power to give him - 
Another ſon, notwithſtanding his old age if he could not aa 
the. 
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the Same : But to the faithful diſciples of Chriſt there was ap- 
parant, not Danger only, but Certainty, of loſs of their Al, 
children, parents, lands, liberty, yea life it ſelf. | 

Bleſſed becche gracious providenceof: God, that now and for 
many ages the wind is turned-to the contrary point; Our Edu- 
cation maketh it now as Difficult, and our Laws as Dangerous, 
to Deny Chriſt, as at firſt it was to Confels him: and conſe- 
quently whatever Extraordinary merit it might derive from 
thoſe topicks, muſt now be lowerd, and when it ſhall thus be 
reduced to its Ordinary and permanent worth, it will appear 
(like Loyalty in peaceable times) a common grace, - worthy of 
no greater; than common. rewards.” For now it's whole ſtock 
of merit is owing to it's fruits, wherein alſo it falleth ſhort of 
what it bore in the times of it's planting; for at [That time 

3: The Neceffity of Faith was equal to the Difficulty and 
Danger : And indeed without This, the other two, or either 
of them would have made the Command unreaſonable. 

That Prince would not deſerve to be owned 1n the Beſt of 
times, much leſs to be fought for in the Worſt, that ſhould 
4 254 7g impoſe Hard and Dangerous fervices upon his good 

ubjeQs. - Wil Na N EME 

To expoſe them to hardſhips and dangers of a neceflary War, 
hath alway been juſtified in the beſt Kings ; and to encourage 
their yalour with promiſe of ſuitable rewards 1s equally Juſt 
and Wiſe : But to expoſe them to fight with Beaſts,only for plea- 
{ure ofthe ſpeQacle, was abhorred by faithful Chriſtians when 
* by wanton heathen. - Let us therefore diſtinguiſhthe 

imes. 

- T. This Neceſſity of Faith had ſomething ſingular at That 
time when it. was firſt exalted to ſuch Honor. A Great, and 
Dangerous but Neceſſary ,-- and. otherwiſe. Unaccompliſhable - 
work muſt be performed. The, kingdome of heaven muſt ſub- 
due all the refiſting world : God's worſhip mult be ftript of all 
thoſe ceremonies wherewith, his own hand had dreſt it, and 
reduced to ſimple nakedneſs of ſpirit and truth ; the partition 
wall 
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wall muſt be broken down'which appropriated God's holypegs' 


now TP ſc 


: ” m 


the faithfulneſs to fight againſt all kinds of enemies cojhisking- 
dome, Fleſh and B 


'The Chriſtian in the moſt peaceable times is a ſoldier liſted 
under his Lord's Banner in Baptiſm : he muſt follow (when 
called) the Captaia of his falvation that was made perfect by 
ſufferings; and when tempted, he muſt walk in the ſteps of 
- of his father Abraham, ſacrifice his Luſts, though no leſs dear 
than was his Tſzac. I 
Qur Lord-therefore is not like ſome weak Princes, that upon 

mY G : meer 
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meer: unaccountable Caprice, load their good SubjeAts with 
heavy burthens, and advance worthleſs favourites to undeſerved 
a i but meafureth his Laws by his TubjeQts Needs. What 
Natural. Religion taught, the Gofpel verifteth, Our-Lord him- 
felf declared tharthe reaſon of his coming into the end-hrig was - 
his. father's love to it, And ititmuſt bea gr —_ | 
any he hath. requited us to believe, if hey FwnFy: Unkindly 
cteat the world: which hg {o Dearly loved, as torequire them 

upon pain.of eternal death, robelieve more than is neceſſary for 
her falvation:. for ſhould he require more than is Neceflary, 
bemuſtdoit exher. for ſore other reaſon;or any reafon 
- atall. If we believe him torequire faith forany Other reafon, 
than becauſe it is necefſary for our'i thoht to Holineſs 


x1 order to Happinels ; we diſhonour hin; becauſe no other 
reaſon can be worthy of his GoodneBs or Majeſty : If upon no 
we diſhonour him,- becauſe 


reaſon at all, we th ous Cor 


which aoveraQerh without 


enge—cp diſcover why Faith is fo 

Peck reaſons are pattly per Og 

= Ortinary-a nent : The Ex- 

maordin from the circurancs wherein the Sole 
he Orlayy; from it's Jeryi 

= the divine ie hich Narural Religion aimed at, bue the 

Galſpel by means of believing, 'exalteth with nobler argutnents, 


as.will mote cle appear #'we examin the Subj martet 
ich Piith bro belt: as 
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CHAP. VI. 


G Faith in CHRIST, 4s Saviour of the Warld. 


HAT thegreat things that are ſpoken of Faith, oblige 
| us to enquire what is neceflary for us to belicve, is tO9 
clear to need proof: yet is there nothing leſs Heeded or Vnder- 
{tood, even by the nquiſtive: and fo, 'That Grace whos great 
worth is derived from it's ſerviceableneſs to our Happineſs, by 
ditturbing our —_ Private: and Public, is made 1 it's greateſt 


Our preſerc work caller for Enquiries, not Complaints: 
and therefore H—_ theſe toa more proper time, we ſhall 


purſue the new before us : viz. What are thoſe ſaving 


traths, 20 the belief whereof eternal life is pronatſed 
former - nerwbr ap avert ON Our Lord. 


And here, our 
avoidech Nh gs Articles of Faith; : no-lefs than Com- 


mands: Thoſe were but Two at moſt, Faith and Repentance, 
and Sometimes thoſe T'wo were reduced-to Qne, : and Exther 
one: Inthe ſame manner. dath he treat Faith +: Sametimes it's 
Obje& is but Oe, and ſometimes Twa, and1ometimes- Either of 


Aion.” gpcaulothoy\s are "Ts: Op." le pgcr__E in 
10n 


There are Two kinds of. Objets of: Rolla 


iT: The PERSON iohebous we-. Balieves "= ; 231 
IE, The WORD which we belieeapdh'Cretr of the PERSON, 


2.7! 22 +4 
given, ſometimes to: the 


| "And oh Promiſe eferanallis's 


G2 '* Yam 
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r. Sometimes it 15 given to belief in the Perſon of Chriſt; and 
this more Frequently,” becaufe 1t' 1s the ground whereon the 
other is built. Thus we find in Our Lord's diſcourſe with Nice- 
demus and Martha, and the'gloſe of: St. John's Goſpel. 

2. Sometime it is given to belief of the Promiſe. Thus St. 
Paul 1n his geatrance upon that accurate Diatribe concerning the 
Reſurrefion,' telleth the Corinthians, This & the Goſpel by which 
they muſt be ſaved. And when: he pleaded, that for the hope of 
the Reſurreition he was called in'queſtiqn,: he ſpakeno leſs Truly 
than Wiſely :: becauſe thar i is the Subſtagee of our belief. 

; Sometimes-it isgiven to Both jointly. As we'found Rox. 

IO, 9. If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the [Lord Jeſws, and. ſhalt 
believe in thy heart| that God hath raiſed: 'hins from the dead; thou 
ſhalt be IB And the roma orien, tSt.Panl 4 ſetter forth 
of ſtrange Gods becauſe he ſpake ſo much OA us - the Reſurretti- 
0x ; {uppoling Ie We 64 tobe the Goddeſs to Feſws. Thele two 
are ſo nearly Allied; that they cannot beSeparated : For who- 
ever believe in Chriſt, as the Son:of' God muſt upon his:Cred7, 
authoriſed by his 'R "Defory urreftion, believe 'his Promiſe,” that they. 
ſhall have a Reſur ion-/Themſelves: -'Yet nearly-asthey arc 
Allied, 'they are' not the mas and'therefore pen be-treate 
ed Severally. IS 

Firlt therefore we' ſhall ſpeak of what is firſt in order of na- 
ture, Bekeff'in the Perſon: and an that we may do the more 
diſtin&ly, we.ſhall conſider, - 

1. What kindof Perſon adrenal huirerſint to believe hes to be A 

2. What is meant by Believing in him? 


T. Concerning: the: Former,'#iz. What kid of Perſon our 
Lord requireth us to believe him ? We muſt conſider that at That 


nok the world was —_—_— Qation;:4nd\egtoeft 46 Long- 
onion lugha Perf pO Lit Hneecr's rl} Creation ; 
Fo tk uch g DE be thin 


gs were promiled, as daze- 
lk@chein-Underſtandin 2: Perſon that- cu elte? Yes in 
miracles, Foſb Foſbuah:iry A_— arid-Wiſd ay 
$4, ax | All- 
5” ; Ti : 


Cans - 

All Prophets in knowledge, and all Kzzgs in power : the Sons 
and yet the Lordof. David, who ſhould not only free them from 
the-thea galling yoke of the Romans, but ſubdue thoſe Romans, 
and with them. all their Provinces: the! time of the promiſed. 
coming of this great Perſon was. now fulfilled, and their long- 
ings ſharpened to ſo. much the greater keenneſs. 

This fulneſs of time our, Lord made the Subjeft of his firſt 
Sermon, ſaying the. time is fulfilled and. the Fre wad God us at- 
| This was ſo notoriouſly 'known-.that it made the Jews: 
obſtinate even to madneſs indefence of their City and Temple 
againſt the Romans ; yea it made ſo much, and A loud alle it 
all the Ealt, that the noiſe; reached to Rome, and contributed 
not a little to Yeſpaſian's adyancement to the Empire : becauſe: 
(faith the Hiſtorian). percrebuit ſermo, there was'common.talk 
that at That time there would ariſe in the Eaſt a perſon that: 
ſhould govern the world. 

Such an one had Daniel promiſed: Dan. Te130T hes WAs given 
him dominion and. glory and 4 kingdome that All. nations and lan- 
guapes. ſbould ſerve him: Thetitle there given him,/:is no other 

than the, Sox of Mar, which our;Savaour. oftimes aflumes to 

himſelf; which: that we ma underſtand how., much i6:may 
import, we muſt conſider, that the Jews had ſome: peculiar 
idioms, whereof tyro, principally, idid- import xhe eminence of 
the ſubjeQ ſpoken of, 

I. Ihe ef That indefinite,, which they would imply to 
exceed an Debaician a; tame and:more'alſo, was a curſe 
which. (i d.mort th 23.4ny expreſſion,could:define-:. Theres 


fore Twill Mm This unto thee: and beckufenT will dd This-unto thee theres 


fore prepare to meet:thyGod 0 ſreed;\ſfaid.the.Propher:;. whereby: 
he threatned a» i” ra and required an Atronement: Exty 


ordinary and, Vne 
,iIf, our, t iale.(Sa Wo ar ſeem, pot buſficicntly accounted: Ga 
by this A en! —_ Daznjed;s prophecy ;:ſome:orhdo 
of! his charaQters will, op Faw He-ſawh-of bimſelt; . JFyodbe- 
Urs not that Sans He, you ſpall die in your ys: Fheword: fs 19 
x 


- Eves 
- ſufficiently indefinit, but the original. not having ſo" much As 
Thar, 57 Par waar ſo. The Baptift ſent twoof his diſciples to 
| enquire if he were 4iez61@: The comer,or He that fpowld aadand 
the nulritude bleffed! him .in the-wawe'sf the Lord under That 
. character. \ The Meffieis a Great 'but Indefinit: title. - Anoint- 
' ing was a compliment of the greateſt kindneſs and honor that 
could be beſtowed on a'gueft ; and. from that office in _ 
receptions; .it-waspreferred-to a ceremony toward rhe hy: 6 
dignities. -Prophers, Prieſts, and Kings die enſtared by it 
our Lords thereby charactered, bur indefinitely, whether Pre 
_ phet, or Prie#, or King, or "All. 
2. *Another idiom of advancing any thing or perſon, was by 
.. entitling it to God ; thus Rzvers of- God, Mountains of God, &c, 
. were the moſt eminent intheir king : "Man of God t& ified the 
+ molt excellent Prophet ; . of God, the excellent 
Government ; and the ſonof God, was by Daniel made a chara- 
Qer of the greateſt Beaury and Maj jeſty. © For' whereas by that 
-phraſe he deſcribed 'the 4th in Nebarhadnezzar?s furnace, we 
are not to imagine that he to have feen the 
and thereby toknow who were like hit in Garmeitts or Coutt- 
renane z buvcharhs uſed ebphAR as the higheſt expreſſion 
of pm cer ee 


wh 00 the: Meffie ot Chriſt; and the ſor of 
God, and the Comer, are given our Lord, ſometimes Severally, 
fornetimes Jointly. St. Pawb,teſtifieth to' the fews, that This 
Feſms that T de 'unFo'you itho _—_ Sx. 0. Pr ok Cho, 
thing s Lo mritter that x 5 
the of* God: nd Med Gaclarent, 1 GN that 54 art 
oh Cit Son of God, that (hdd come Sntuthe world,” "And left 
x mightſcem le- that ſome other perſon' might be ca 19 
of all theſe, however extraordinary $7; toexalt v5 
bove.every name that warmed, he Tite \ Wimmelf;"r nor o bly 
the:Spx; but the be otter Sor of God: L907 


The other:charaGers arrun Earle Div 93g 
$his: oft 4 Sindrilar ef arent one *"ahJ ty this 


Sin- 


LT- 
larity of his being the only Sor of God, expreſſed - 
Foy being anointed ofove he w- (re prank world, we thall Son 
fnd him Far himſelf above all. thar Were gpon leſs accounts | 
called Gods. | 20 
Theſe and the like high characters ſpeak him a-perſon of $u- 
pereminent and unmeaſurable greatneſs ; a Perfon like (his - 
emblem) the light, {o-glorious, that by our moſt intent view 
we cannot plainly diſcover an thing of it but this, that we can- - 
tot" diſcover it. *- And'this is fo far from hindering the belief 
which. he requireth, that itis the very..rewſon why we are ob- 
liged to pay it. - Per as we therefore"believe in the light, be- 
cauſe the ſame brightneſs which dazeleth our eyes if we fix 
them direQly upon its fountain, plainly ſheweth'us every thing 
that it ſhineth on ; ſ6-our Lord , whoſe Divinity maketh the 
dignity.of his perſon Unintelligible; is for 'That very reafon'to 


be beheved in with our —_ OOCS.” And thus tumſelt - 
expreſſerh © 


ET. Pe meat by ein hy Pa? For Foh. 12.35. 
Jeſms [aid unto them, yer « With white 46 the li Lhe wda on, walk 
Tk eg0# hwve the 11 "White ou Ros Bagh, behert ib rhe 
Te that ye' thay be thechtlaren 'of Ta which words he 

ly dived bytes Nee ates +: what the Liphs 
Sto Travellers: That himſelf is tothe" world 3-3nd therefore - 
what confidence the Traveller hack i in the Light, the ſame 
muſt wehave in Him. oo 207 

Should the Wiſeſt, "_ Greateſt , yea All the men it whe 
world, or an Angel6ny heaves,” nth the']. jgft, the Tra- - 
veller would not abate his beliefit ir ſhould any authority 
whatever tell him; chit « Tree, whictthe' light relleth tim 
isa Stone ; Mould rhey teWhini that is a Pitch; which the light 


ele him A RINRT Thoutd they perſwade hid po where 


, thelight ſheweth a pretipiice, 'or eirthers is no path Where the 
= Thewvert'a 


Plain one'; he would "with a eek variation 4P= - 
y'to them'all the aurhentick rule, Let the Treht $e*true, but eve- 


Ty mana liar. Thus » 


{ 38 ] 
- Thus is it; that we are to believe in Chrifþ: fr thus Hbrehem 
believed in God, maugre: all-Di uk which his afteQion to 
T/azc, and all the Cnteadifdlone which his reaſon could oppoſe, 
che one againſt his Obedience,the other againſt his Gonhidence, 
Andthis'is our Sevidur'sclaim, .ye believe in God, believrcalſo in 
Ae, ice, with the ſame-confidence. 

Where the importance.is unvaluable, no care can- be 'too 
great; we'iſhall therefore moſt carefully and diltinQly conſider, 
that the light of the Sun; may be lopkt 9g two ways, cither 
with a Wary eye, :diligenstly- ut obliquely, obferving what it 
ſheweth by.its beam;;.,or with a Dire& eye, curiouſly viewing 
and endeavouring to diſcover its Features. .'$q.our. belief in 
Chriſt may look upon +him under, two reſpe&s: with reſpe& 
tothe World, as its: $:Seufunr'; qr with .xeſpe to his Perſon, as 
the Son of God. x; I ' Ti 2 y £5 ; | 

"£ With repel? fo the World: Every one y —— 4 the Sun tobe 
its greateſt benefaCtor, bountifull communicating, all the Com- 
forts, yea the very, Beings, w' ever of .its inhabitants, en- 
joycth. - And as this hounty is4he.re ger of the Sun's ſhining, 
ſoit is no Leſs, yea it.is; Plies ax he the ;Traveller on;his 
Road, than by the Philoſapher,ia hisCell.. Thus. it is, withthe 
Sun of i hremſaeſs bi il i the Sewiorof te worth, ad i 
- Bulineſs. is to make good;bis , Titles... This. made him. riſe with 

healing in his wings, and, for, 'Fhis reaſon-he rpanioneh ſo to be. be- 
lieved in, as tlie $1 n is by4 e Traveller,: wh 0 direpeth every 
ſtep by 1 4ts Lake. rope et fe RgH, 

What ever the Capacj or x Opioicn fi tcaveller be ; -whe- 
ther he be agilliterare the. Sun no bigger 
than his buſhel; or a Sholful: Aſrooome, thatcan reckon how 
many hundreds of times he inkig er.that the earth ; whether 
he believe the light to bean Accideat,or nce.; , whit ever 
his thoughts be of the Nature, -Magait nce, &c.\ (till 
the Sun is his faithful guide; whenever he Nakeby: its.light, 


And that this PraQtical faith 1 is all that our Saviour re quireth, 
cemeth 
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ſemeth plain, as by other evideaces, ſo. by his own words : For 
whettthe Jews came about him, and faid unto him, How long 
dojt-thoiemake us to doubt ? if thou be the Chriſt tell us plainly ; and 
helinanſwer thereto called God his Father, they rook ap tones to 
ſtone him, becauſe (laid they) thou being a man makeſt thy ſelf God: 
he did not, upon fo preſſing an oceaſton aflert his right, but a- 
bating1o much as exceeded cheir comprehenſion, ſatisfied Him- 
{elf (that he might ſatisfy Them) with what might be ſuffici- 
ent for their conviction to ſalvation : Is it not written in your 

law ({aid he) T have ſaid you are Gods ? If be called them Gods to 

whom the word of God came, and the Scriptures cannot be broken, ſay 

yeof him whom the father ſanitified and [ent into the world, thou 

blaſpheme#, becauſe I ſaid I am the Son of God? That he ſpake 

this in compliance'with their Capacity, not their Rage, appear- 
eth, becauſe when they would not be appeaſed, he eſcaped 
with pleaſure out of their hands , ſince it was ſufficient to theig 
ſalvation, to kaow How and Why he came into the world, and 
that (as his Work, ſo alſo) his Perſon was greater than ever had 
been in it fince its creation ; he ſpeaketh nothing of what he 
had been from Eternity in Himſelt, but 'what he was in Rela- 
tion to the World, and in Compariſon with all Other meſſen- 
gers of God tot. 

To Them (faith he) God ſenthis word by their Betters, but 
itis notſent "To Me by my Betters, but By me to my Infertiors ; 
"They were ſent into the world the Common way, and were 
Afterward ſanttified by receiving God's word ; but I was Firlt 
ſanCtified, aad Afterward ſent ; and if they who were Leſs ex- 
traordinary, were honoured with a higher title, being called 
Gods ; can it be blaſphemy in me who am their Superior, it L 
take to my ſelf a Meaner title ? 

Thus did he (like Elijah) contraft himſelf to their dimenli- 
ons, requiring only Sucha Meaſure of Faith as was ſuitable to 
Their Underſtandings } and: his own Deſigns. Were he not 
greater than Moſes and all the Prophets, he could not have com- 
petent power to advance ſuch a Kzzzdom of God, as. mult abro- 

" gate 


[ 49] 
gate Thoſe laws, which were written by God's own hand. _ It 
was therefore neceſſary he ſhould require Such a belief in his 
Perſon, as might bring the world into TubjeCtion to his Scepter : 
Leſs than this cannot ſerve his Ends, aad More than this he 
doth notrequire. IN a 


ee. 
—_— 
. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Of Belief with mere: reſpe# to the Perſon of 
Chri/t. Irquiſitrveneſs concerning his Incarna-._ 
zt0n cenſured : Firſt, becauſe Impertinent. 


IT.., VV Ith mere refpet to his Perſon, it is no more neceſſary 
that we ſhould underſtand what heis, than. it is 
for a traveller to underſtand the features of the Sun. When the 
prong ueftion concerning the Eternity of his Godhead firſt em- 
roiled the world, the Emperor Conſt ative, by the moſt efteem- 
ed of his Biſhops ſent to. the heads of the contending parties an 
every way gracious *letter, perſwading each of them | to filence : 
wherein we find many ſayings for Quzeting,'the diſpute, more 
worth than all that ſince hath been written tor Deciding it. We 
ſhall take notice of three. | Pry 5 


x. He:condemneth it as a Silly queſtion, fitter 'for Fools or: 
Children, than Prieſts or Wiſe. men. And this he preſſeth no- 
leſs chaneight or nige times. How juſtly, we may: diſcover in; 
three particulars. l pn] }8y 3,5 


1. It Impertinent to our Lord's deſians 2:0 It & Fyuitleſs id the 


contemplators-0wn purpoſe; 3. It is Dangeroms +) © 
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T. Ir is Impertinent ts our Lord's defign. Por as the Sun doth 
not ſhine upd the world to Gaia to 1ts ſelf a ſmall reflexioa of 
its light from a jewel, or the praiſe of a Philoſopher, or any leſs 
reaſon, but only to Benefit the world; ſo neither did the ey 
ſpring from on high, viſit «s for any other reaſdn, but to, bring 
healing in. his wings. - Ea 5 

Whoever thinks otherwiſe, muſt Diſhonor him more, and 
more effectually Deny his divinity, than ever any Heretick did : 
zor he muſt ſuppoſe at leaſt ſome Proportion, between the 
Breath of Man and the Blood of the Lord. 

The Clown may think the Sun no bigger than his buſhel ; 
but whoever hath the leaſt tinQure of Aſtronomy, is aſtoniſhed 
at the vaſt diſproportion, wherein the whole Earth falleth 
{ſhort of any one fixed Star ; and when he further eonſidereth 
what innumerable multitudes more axe diſcoyered by the Te- 
leſcope to his Eye, and beyond That, to his Reaſon ; upon con- 
lideration of ſuch a ſtupendous diſproportion between the Earth 
and ſo many Worlds, both for Greatneſs and Brightneſs ; he 
cannot think ſo highly of its poor inhabitants, as to conceive 
their great Creator ſhould be ſo greedy of a little of their corrupt 
breath, as to purchaſe it with ſuch a fall from heaven. Him- 
ſelf. obſerved to us, that thoſe who exerciſe authority among 
men are called RenefatFors : could we hatbor luch baſe thoughts 
of our Lord, as to degrade him from the dignity of a Benefa- 
Qtor to the meanneſs of a Tradeſman, and that, in the Vileſt 
ware too, we mult implicitly deny his Divinity ; but tolup- 


poſe him fo Unskilful in his poor trade, as to pay for his Baſe 
ware, infinitely more than'1ts worth ; this muſt caſt no leſs 
diſhonor upon his Wiſdom than his Majeſty. Yet this we muſt 
do, if we think he will grant ſalvation upon No other terms, 
than a belief of the Whole truth concerning the digaity of his 
Perſon. For this will imply, either that he Came and Suffered 


on purpoſe to Purchaſe to himſelfthe Honour of ſuch a belief, 
or that he denieth to his faithful. ſervants That Benefir, which 


he came into the world on purpoſe to purchaſe for them. 
H 2 Wo... 
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. We may do wella little further to conſider, that That part of 
mankind, which our Lord moſt favoureth, are moſt Unable to 
ay him ſuch a belief. He made ir matter of thanks that his 
Father had hid the G ofpel from the wiſe and prudent, and reveal-d it 
tobabes; and afterward St. James obſerved, that God had choſen 
the poor of this world rich in faith: Yea, when the Baptiſt ſent 
two of his diſciples to our Lord asking, art thou he that ſhould 
come, or do we look [or another ? our Lord anſwered him not 1g 
One {y{lable, negative or affirmative, but put him to ſpell our 
the truth by ſignes, among which this was the Laſt, zo zhe poor 
the Goſpel is preached : which as it was a Completion of prophe- 
Cics, lo was it a Signe of the Metha , equal to His mughty works. 
And muſt the poor who were the firlt-born of the Goſpel, whoſe 
Condition our Lord honoured with his Birth, as he did their Per- 
fons with his Converſation, who in All Parts of the world Firſt 
embraced the faith, and in all Ages make rhe much preateſt 
numbers; muſt They be excluded from the benefit of Chriſt's 
redemption, only becauſe by his providence they are excluded 
from the Means of underſtanding the myſtery of his Incarna- 
tion * They may with their humble Simplicity outdo the Sub- 
tileſt Schoolmen 1n Obedience to-our Lord*s commands, z e. the 
may with Leſs knowledge produce More and better fruit: an 
mult 'They periſh for want of ſuch a belief, as, is morally Im- 
poſſible for rhem to-acquire, though they defire and endeavour 
no leſs to. conform their Belief to tbe Doftrines, than their Pra- 
Fices to the Commands of their Saviour? 
Thar Such a conceit is no leſs contrary to the. belief of the 
frſt Preachers and Believers ot the Goſpc/, than it is to the firſt 
diCtates of Reaſon and Religion, no enquizer, can. be unfarisfied; 
St. Paul finding diſciples at Epheſas that had not, ſa much as heard 
whether there he any Holy Ghoſt, bur had only. beers, baptized into 
John's baptifmm, toldthem no more of Chrilt. biit this, that Joby 
indeed baptiſed with the baptiſm of repent ance, Jing 1210, the wl, 


hat they ſhould believe. on him that ſhould cone after, hymi, \.6, LL 


the 


[piChri#t, when they heard this, they wer. baptized in the name 0 
OT Re Ronen r"n"2 "I 
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Lord Jeſus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Haly 
Ghoſt. came upon them, and.they ſpake with tongues and propheſied. 
When the Erh:opian eunuch beheved, that Yeſas Chriſt is the ſon 
of God, of whom I{aiah propheſied.; Philip immediately admit- 
ted him to baptiſm. , At one Sermon three thouſand became 
diſciples? can any man imagin that they underſtood the whole 
Mytitery of the Incarnation ? : 

fn the next ſucceeding ages, as the Goſpel ſpread farther over 
the world,ſo did:the Curiofiry. of Doftors improve in explaining. 
its myltery, and their Zeal in prefling thoſe Explications upon: 
the belief ot diſciples : Yet.in Juſtizr Martyr's time, though they 
themſelves beligved the Godhead of Chriſt, they did not ſo Im- 
poſe this beltzt upon All Diſciples, as to deny Them to be Chri- 
ſtians, who did not come upto it. - This-is plain by the words 
of That father to * Tryphon the Jew:: Though. (faith he) I ſbatt: 
not prove that Chriſt is God otherwiſe than by proving that This is 
the Chriſt, and that it was foretald that he ſhould be ſach'; yet it will 
be juſt that thou ſhouldeſt believe me to be deceived in That owe-point.., 
and not deny that This 1s the Chriſt, though. he ſeem to be a man bors 
of men, zo, aid to, be choſen to be Chriſt.:. For there are ſame (my: 


, 
- : 


friends) among us, who prafeſs him to bethe. Chriſt, av affirm bins 
70 be man born of men, with whom indeed I do not agree 5 nor will wa- 
ay [peak ſo, mho art of the ſame opiniax with me, By. which-'wordss 
it 15 plain, that however the. belicf of Chriſt's Godhead: was: 


then moſt Generally reSeede yeh were:not the Otherwiſe mind-- 
<F xcluded frog, the... Nene oh his, xcdemprion fa a ck 
: | a NIN _ILOD) ©. 
Such wasthe Faith and ſuch. the Charity of the beſt Chriſti- 
ans, before Proſperity had made them wanton, and NDiſpurta- 
City fierce. But now that the queſtion hath coſt ſo much Pains, . 
Contention, and Blood, it hath gotten a new value, not from 
any, ew intrinſick Worth, but from the Price which it hath- 
colt. © This is the only reaſon of the value of diamonds, and 
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This queſtion is like them, Coſtly, Hard, and Uſeleſs ; and to 
moſt eyes, as bright-too.- + For: at ſeemeth thar the Honor due 
roour Lord's perſon, mult impart a ſuitable value to every Que- 
ſion wherein it is concetned/; and then it will follow, that we 
cannot Slight this Great one, Without ſome NeglefEt or Con- 
cempr'of our Lord himſelf, oo © © 

But on the contrary, the worth of a' Propoſition lieth not in its 
Matter, but its Forws ; not in its Terms, but their Connexion ; and 
if This be unworthy of Thoſe, the Propoſition. is ſd far from be- 
ing the more to be valued for the digni of its Terms, thar it is 
to be Deſpiſcd, and perhaps Condemned, for Debaſing them, by 
a Poſition unwotthy of them. Though ir be” not Reaſonable, 
yet ts Poſſible, to make a pin of gold ; in ſuch a«caſs, it will not 
be an undervalument to the Metal, to fay that ſuch a pin's'point 
is nothing wotth, becauſe'it hath very Little of the Metal, and 
Nothing of Serviceableneſs in it*; but 'we ſhall juſtly cenfure 
him, that fhould pur that Soft, Noble metal;e0 an office fit only 
for a Baſer and\'Harder one.” Tt is not the Matter , but the Point 
of this queſtion: which is now under” confideration, and we do 
not Diſregard, but Honour our Lord's perfon, when we cenſure 
adiſpute which imployerh'it in Þoys-play. oP 

Sucls was the' jadgment '{we' ſee) of the' great. Conſtantine, 
when the game was firftſer: on foot; and Tuch afterward was 
that' of Leone, fent by Conſtantias, to moderate_in the Council 
of -Selencia, who finding the Biſhops Fierce and endleſs at this 
Pybpin; diſmiſſed them with this juft repriniend, * Go, and play 
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It is Fruitleſs toward the Engquirers 
| . en SattsfatGion. 


I. Second_ evidence of the folly of ſuch an Enquiry is 
"A this, Thar iris Frazzlefs toward the Qaeſtionitts own 
fatisiaction ; ''Fhis'is prefſed' by the good' Emperor in-theſe 
words,: How: \few- ave there that can exattly enough diſcern, 'or. wor- 
thily enough expreſs the force - of matters ſo-weighty and abſtruſe ? 
Or if there be any that believeth he can fo do, how few are there am 
the multitude, whons he can enable! to underſtand it ? Andthis 1s 
lively: repreſented" iv our Lords Emblem't + The brightneſs of 
the Sun, which to the Traveller plainly ſheweth his way ; but 
x lookt upon with' a fixed 'and ſteddy view, endeavouring to 
diſcover. the features of his'iface, will ſhew nothing bur the 
weakneſs of the gazers eyes';' which now it wHl not Inftrutt 
but -Dazle ; and the Light of the Goſpel toa' faithfull/behever, 
ſheweth ſo much'of«.our/Lor's: Peeſon as 'maſtihakevs'traſt ir 
his Words concerning the way' to Salvation; bur if we wilt 
needs enquire into the Myfterves'bf his Divinity and Incarnation,. 
we: ſhall nnd our underttandings:no:. tefs' confounded by the 
brightaefs- of the Myftery;'thafn bur 'eyes-are- by thar of the 
Sun. And of this the Holy Ghoft feemetts io warn us, notonly 
by”a careful Silence concerning] our Lord's Genealogy, but by 
exprefs types andpropheotes concerning it's Infcrutability. 
. This was ſo known a'CharaQter of the Meſha, that the Jews: 
thence: derived an Objettion, We know thy mar whence het, but: 
when Chriſt comthi no miniknoweth whince he'is'; He is a. Prieſt for 
ever after the order of Melchiſedes, of whom it is induftrioufly;: 
obſerved, that he was without father, without mother, "and £2 
ae "KECBLe 
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#eſcent. Two Evangeliſts trace his (our Lord's) Genealogy: 


| but as they derive it not from his Real, bur Suppoſed father ; 


ſo do they take two ſeveral ways, not to Satisfy, but Amule 
us. What is this butitbadmomiſhus againſt Curioſity ? The 
pedigree of his Fleſh might eaſily have been, either Cleared, 
or Unmentioned.. --Had the: Evangeliſts been, wholly filet con- 
cerning it, we had leſs wondered: but that they ſhould profeſs 
to Inſfrudt us, yet doubly Difappointus }' firſt by deriving it 
from a wrong father, and then by diſtracting us between two 
ways; what 1s: this, but to verify. the prophets deſcription of 
the Meſſia, who ſhall declare bis geveratian? - And what dgth this 
io careful concealment of his generation” according to. his Hu- 
mane. nature. {igaify, more-yplainly, + than a warning. againſt 
arching after the eternal- generation of .his;Divinity? If it 
were. Needleſs (and therefore: left. Impoflible)- to prove: him 
derived. from: David, which \was, one of :his.moſt Revealed 
charaQters. z haw can-it.be othetwile; ito. uaderftand:Lhat Ge- 
neration of his, which muſt needs be'{omuch the more above 
our underſtanding, as the Nature of God is above our own ?! - 
But licouriſhneſs after forbidden. Fruit, is the Original fin 
whereof all the Sons of Eve are-guilty, and the Chriſtian world 
hath been a great example bath of the Sin and the Puniſhment. 
For: as ſoon as;the Emperor /becamera. NVurfing father, Teaching 
fathers grew wanton. ' And; the-Biſhop of Alexandriz boldly 
anſwered the prophets queſtion, 1. will' declare his generation ; 
but he did it in ſuch nice manner,that Aris a Presbyter cavell'd 
at it as contradictious: and while either of them: was tenacious 
of his own aſſertion, all the 'Eaftern Churches were embroiled 
with fierce contentions. To quench this fire the good Empe- 
ror ſent to the heads of the contending parties his abovemen- 
tioned letter, which not availing he convened a general Council 
at Vice, of all the Biſhops of the Empire, who: juſtified the Bi- 
ſhop and excommunicated the Presbyter, who Afterward ex- 
hibited a confeſſion of- his faith rothe Emperos, whoglad to 
hnd it conſonant to the Nicexe, ſent it to a Council then mn 
ble 
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bled at-Fernſelem, That Council approved of it,and ſent their ap- 
probatory letters,both to the Emperor and the Biſhop of Alexan- 
dris,. whom: thereupon:the Emperor 'required to admit Arims 
to Communion»... But«the Biſfop,anſwered, that Arius was ex- 
communicated by.a General Council, and may not be' reſtored 
by any leſs Authority, And that the Diſobedience' might ap- 
pear Neceflary, an important word is found wanting in Arias's 
confeflion, And thatiword is now. made matter both of Con- 
demnation again 4rins. whoromitted it in his confeſſion, and of 
Diſputes among thie:Biſhops, who ſubſcribed the Viceze. 

_ For thus ſpeaks one of the moſt partial Hiſtorians. Sover. /. 2. 
c..18. As we plainly find by fevtral Epiſtles which after the Council 
Biſhops wrote to one another, the word: | Conſubſtantial] grievouſly 
troubled ſome of their minds :. in fifting whereof while they ſpent much 
time and pains, :and toa nicely. endeavouring to bſeribe its force, 
they raiſed among themſelves an inteſtine 'war, and what they did, 
differed nothing from fighting in_the dark, For they ſeemed not at all to 
underſtand why they railed at each other. A' lundred and fifty 
years had this blind diſpute raged, and at.laſt was. Determined 
as Blindly;as it-had-been; Managed: i For:the Emperor Theo+ 
doſins, finding Conſtantine's way unſucceſsful, becauſe the-real 
of; neither. party. would admit 'ofr:Silence or Foleration ;' took 
another courſe, by,. Silencing: the'/One;and Authorifing the O- 
ther : So he forbad all men _to:contradict what was taught by 
the Biſhops-of Romeand Avexindria  -: os | 

'Fhys was the Knot Cutt-which-would:not be Untyed: Yet are 
we not even thus Diſentangled.. , For .lateriages, .<iſputing the 
queſtion 4n the. Schools with: 4efs:Heat, but more Subtility, 
have determined; the queſtion quite otherwiſe than Arhama(ins 
had done. For thus Cith Athanaſus in his Dialogue of this 


SubjeQ.. . The divine (nature 36 common to Father, Son, and\ Holy 
Ghoſt, as | the human (nature. is common to Peter, James, and Joby. 
And when the. adverſary objeas,. that then Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt muſs be Three Gods,” as Peter, James, and John are 
Three meu: He denyeth' that Peter, James and Fohn are 'T hree 
| I 


men 
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men if they be of one- Mind, becauſe then they are one in the Lord : 
But a Heathen, a Jem, and a Chriſtian, are three men, becauſe of three 
minds. And with a nearer: emblance he'addeth, the Father, 
Son, and H.G. are .as Biſhop, Prieſt 3 4nd Deacon ; but ' Biſhop, 
Prieſt, and Deacon are ixoimo', therefore ſoare Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghoſt.. Athan. dial de trinit. 

And might nota Heathen at this rate juſtify Polytheiſm, pro- 
vided his. Gods diſagreed-not among-themfelves? The School- 
men therefore will not ſtand. to:thus-ftare of rhe queſtion, but 
diſtinguiſh between Perfoz and ſuppoſirumi rationale; which(yet) 
they cannot {o.do as to ſatisfy them Aves, and therefore ſhelter 
themſelves 1a their jmpregoablo fort, Myſtery, and thence thun- 
der upon the SIVERIArINS both of'This and of another no leſs be- 
loved Mp/ © For they: make this their cock-argument for 
Tranſub antiation; * 'Fhat fince the Scripture is no' leſs expreſs 
for the One than the Orher, and the Contradiftions no 8fs groB 
in the. One than inthe Other, therefore we muſt embrace the 
one as-well as the other. 
_ TothisobjeQuon of the Romanrfts, and to others of the Vn; 
zaries, we have found-an anſwer, that we muſt not;infer rom 
our Own Nature to God's ; for that Ours: is Finite;'and Got 
Infinite + Three Perſons among: us- are Three Men, becauſe | 
they agree in one Common Nature; but the' Divine Nature is 
not a, Common one, but a Singular ; ; and therefore Three Per- 
{ons do not make Three Gods. : :If you underſtand not this, you 
muſt not'Wonder;'orat'leaſt; Geer not 5-v-— 160 For it 
is a Myſtery, which Reatnady notipretend to fathom 

Why, it it be a Myſtery and ruſt HNke to, ro-What poepoſe 
do we Enquice into it, or Diſpute concerning it? ' | 

The Geqatel that marched bi$azm' y a whole dark nighs! 2nd 
in the. morning-faund: himiet6 tn the: fame place whence he 
marched, Snae never have-ſoharafled Himfel and Them, had 
he:known he ſhould have gotten nothing bur ifwear and dire by 
his pains.. And if we: know we maſt at laſt lie'down-in the 
lame diſlatisfaftion, which the very name of a Myſtery import- 


etit 
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eth; why ſhould we nor do it Father Withoiit toyl than After 


it? 'To diſpute concerning Myſtery, and at the ſame time con- 


= it a My oy, ISA contradittion as great as any in the great- 


Wh Mes pet pI M fiery 4 thoſe very Councilswhich de= 

ined it, ' cot only from the Various confeſſi- 
ol ads by ro te, arts, (whereof Socrates reckonetht no 
Ieſf5'than nine, ) or the Contrary determinations of ſeveral 
counter-couticils, . (who condemned each others as the Empe- 
rors'chanced-to influence them , ) but by the wavering of rhe 
very ſame counkil : For thar nd Simian framed two or three, 
one wherevPthe Fx word; Rin' have 'reneged; and laboured all 
their poſſible t6call in all its copies. 

Avery are ſeldom barren;"nor hath this been: ſo. "This 
hath not indeed been {> fruitful: as” That of Franſubſtaatiation, 
but it hath brought furth Sufficletry, Ang and d more than the beſt un- 
derftanding can well maintaty Po fon cannot coraprchend 
how there can bettines Per in the ſame lindivithal Nature } 
no more can it, how the fame Tndividyal Perſon can have Two 
Natures, and thoſe {5 une qual as"the Human 'and Divine. T's 
avoid this, thete'can be by Gs ways ithaginable in Reafon : 
either Chriſt milſt be Two becaufe he hath two ſuch 
different Natyires'; of He NO ve but One Nature; becauſe 
he is but One Perſon : And either 4 theſe had its advocate. 

That Neftorins aſſerted two Petfons in Chrift, if it appear not 
by bisexpreſs words; is inferred from his exception _ the 
Blefſed Vitgins eulogy. ' He Taid fhe 0 USAF ok: tot to be tiled My- 
ther of God, atid This r aifed diffentions c pe. allthe Eaſtern chur- 
ches,ſo like thoſe that were begotten upon the mother My ftery, 
that another hiſtorian'deſcribeth them in the very fame words : 
Men fought as in the dark, now one way, and then another ; and what 
they ferred the immediateh deniex. To determin the diſpute, a 
Council is called, which condemneth'Neforins:; who thereupon 
was himſelf quiet, but<could not make the queſtion ſo. 

Extyches on the other hand afferred; that the Divine na- 
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ture i ſwallowed up; x Humaas: ,;fo- that;, 1; however: they 
had, been ba, Betor fn: 3 Ws jock km 
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of en obrains at che as * Þ - RF Quaicil) at Culcedan: 

There > that had been Preſident of the former Council, 

is acculed Ba, WACAnoni ga WO and.;that, he. 
might, be be $a ENS WoL Fiſhap of 
Rome, aod AN {hag & Efab - {70 Diaſcorus,,n rhe; 
ſee of Alexandria, Were Ie tek done,.th — QPS42.'Coun-- 
cil cried out, Thu « the faith of of. the. Fathers, iithe faith of 
the, Apoſtles , We Al Vf ln '{o, the Orthodox. believe [4 Lna- 
thems to them. HAS ,do; prot. thee ſo; Peter, hath declared 


ſo by Leo ,. ns pol t ys Lo Leo piouſh and truly bath 
t.lo 5 The c "Pore Leo believeth {o, 
wht ls þ iefuthch Ae . pn bing he queſtion 


and Cy 

THINS Gr live IC was Pro Rs ia this form, viz. Whether. 
do 904 agree with Der, ho 4 (Why, that Chriſt confiſteth of two 
OS? 5 Or "ith Leo who ſaith e two Natures in.Chriſt ? 

hey Sed, "hey bop eved Leo, - che op be Enutychians all het con- 
_ ed them. The yery queſtion. in its; terms-was.a-Myſtery,, 
but the bottom was, Clear. Wea had lighted the. authori- 
ty of the, Biſhop of Rowe, and ouncils huſineſs.was. more 
t9-adyance char See above vil hurches; by. Fingicafiog.l 1tS-[aU- 


thority \.againlk Dialer, t 120 [to GE. the truth againlh Bucy- 
ches'; y. were. joint! uh provi { which: 
faith, —Therefaze the mait Z blellted. tins Ji of the 
Fr and ancient Rome Lev, by bs Fr Teo prefen I; of 
leſſed and.ever to, be. prai dP er 7 who the. 456 rs ale:o {the 
Catholick church and 91674 tz0n of the ade hbe bins 
i TR OFAru of all. Kpaleopal, , 4PA He SAHA ihe 
rom all Sqverdotal js 1 A ed Poarif figah aj Jen- 


ace fright the Emperor,B afvilens, as:t9 hinder bim.from 
_- Writing, 
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writing a circulatory letter, wherein he condemned this deci- 
fon of Leo, and all the a&s of this council of 'Cakedon, requiring 
them to be burnt wherever mer with :''nor-any of the Biſhops ot 
Aſia, either from ſubſcribing /That letter of 'the- Emperor's, or 
ending+to him Another of their own, wherein they- prayed 
him, z0t to ſend any other contrary to it ; otherwiſe the world would: 
be overthrown by ſedition, That council of Calcedon having occaſioned 
inſinit bloodſhed. | 

After this whenithe Emperor Heraclius endeavoured” to -per- 
wade Cathoticus to believe (as himſelf did) that Ehtift had two: 
Natures, and was by hin asked, whether he had alſo to Wills, 
and two Actions ; puzzeled at fo ſurpriſing a queſtion, he ſentir 
to the Patriarch of C.P. who anſwered it negatively : but the 
Biſhop of rays convened” his Suffragans, and' demon- 
ſtrated, that thoſe who believe but One Will, muſt believe but 
One Nature; and then the, Emperor publiſhed an Edi&, that 
men muſt not aſſert either that there is One or Two Wills and Atti- 
ons in Chriſt. But his Grandſon called a council which aſſerted 
Two Wills, and anathematized them who aſſerted but Oe. 

Yet afrer this again, the great Empernr Juſtinian began to. 
compelthe Biſhops 0 confeſs, that the-bbay of Chriſt, was.not ra- 
pable.of any.ſyffering:or change; and hadinor death:prevented the 
accampliihment of his deſign, he had not only*Reftored the Ex- - 
tyelgan reraſy, but Outdone it. 

'Thys ltave. we pointed'(and only pointed) at fome of the Ma-- 
ny itttangling Queſtions, which puzzeled and-divided the ſubti- 
leſt wits,of reful ages,and were at laſt decided by'no other evi-" 
dence; but of Imperial and Papal authority ;ſuffterent to Stfence: - 
diſputes, but-not'to Stabliſh truth. And who'ts he thats is not - 
diſcouraged from giving a Confident affent to what, is this: way” 
Qbtruded upon his-behef ;. or ſearching into"thoie Myitertes, 
that have ſaconfounded; the greatelt. clerks? Who can pehe-! 

trat&.iatd yeh, Hypermetaphyſical:Niceties; 'or*.recoftcite *\{nctt » 
Qppolit Aﬀgrrions?. Who can moderate\ between rhe Patrons” 
= Adverſaries. of Conſubitantiality, then- between ts Pa-. 
trons: 
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trons Themſelves, and then again between its Firſt Patrons and 
the Schoolmen ?, Between the Orthodox and the Nettorians, 
an oe fide, and Eutychians on the other £ + 

We bave before proved ſuch a work Needleſs to ſaving Faith, 
becauſe the Poor, - 5.e. the Greateft and (perhaps the) Beft part 
of the world may be ſaved without it ; and now we find it Inm- 
paſlible to be accompliſhed by the greateſt Clerks, becauſe the 
.more they Search into it, the more they are Confounded : And 
if Authority,muſtat laſt determine it, what better than that of 
the Great Conſtantive which doth not give Approbation to Ei- 
ther of the fides,..but cenſureth Both, not of Error, but of 


Folly. | 
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Tt 7s Dangeroms. 


Il. A Third evidence of the folly of fuch an Enquiry is 
this, . that it is Dangerow. He that looketh upon 
the face of the Sun with a fixt eye, loſeth morethan his La- 
bour : for he hurteth his Eye ; and ftory ſpeaks of fome; that 
F aaa loſt their fight by it. He that pryeth into the Myſtery, will 
| oppre ed with the glory, is a known [ohoridine ; he that boldly 
aſlerteth any thing concerning it, runneth himſelf upon Danger, 
ſo.much Greater, by how much Higher the Matter of the que- 
ſtion is, and by how much Greater the Difficulty is of keeping 
right, without making a wrong ſtep. 
he good Emperor in his abovementioned Letter, gave 
good warning of this double danger, we ought to reſtruin our ſelves 
: ; 4 talking, . leſt when We cannot [ufficiently explain the Queſtion, 
or oler Flearers cannot ſufficiently underſtand our Meaning :' either 
47 the people be driven upon a neceſſity of blaſphemy or-contention. 


he 
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Tie danger is double. Firſt leſt the Height of the Queftion 
run'us into Blaſphemy ; and then, left the Difficulty of it run 
us into Error: we ſay nothing of the danger of loſing Charity 
by contention, That being too ſenſibly proved by Experience... 


1. There is daxgey of Blaſphemy : for though the Queſtionap- 
pear Silly upon the two accounts now mentioned, yet is the- 
Deciſion Formidable, becauſe of the concern which our Lord's. 
perſon hath in it. Soon after the Council of Nice had deter- 
mined it, the Biſhops beg an to diſagree among themſelves while they: 
#00 curiouſly examined the word inoinc :' for one ſide thought th 
thaſe who. uſed that word ſpake blaſphemy, as thinking the Soy to 
have no ſubſtance of his own ; and the other fide pany Ir thoſe who 
thought otherwiſe, and hated them:as heathens, becauſe they brought in 
the- worſbip of Many Gods. On. either fide, the fall is dreadful, 
and 4f we be {d fool-hardy as to adventnte our felves-npon ſo. 
Jas en a Precipice, what Commiſhon' have we.to 
our *'s honor, or our Brother's foul tothe hazard? It the- 
bold 'enquirer Eſcape the danger of error at Laſt, he is already 
fallen into a t one, by ſo mean an opinionof our Lord's - 
Perfon,' as to think it Comprehenfible. '—o Ser2 

We fometimes 'fee' children tm meer ſport and/bravery walk 
on the top of high and' narrow walls, and- Fhis weallow as 
pardonable to their green waderſtandings; bur ina full grown 
man, we ſhould cenfure the Folly equal to the Danger ; and 
both the one-and the'orher ſo- much greater, by how much the 
wall were bot} Higher. and Narrower :: What then muſt'we 
judge of thoſe, that adventure upon the double danger, of Erxor 
from the Abſtruſenefs of the queſtion, and” Blaſphemy'fiomrthe 
Height of it ? Either party chargeth the oprhey with nole[s-rhan 
Blaſphemy ; and he that will advenenre himfelf 1n ſuch a Con-- 
troverſy, had need of a ſteddy: head, and firm footing. . 'But 


Z, This is-a ſecond-danger, that we have »o-firm ground t0-g0. 
upon. How Unſound all Topicks are, we need no other evt- 
dencs 
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derite-but This; that all are Challenged by either party with 
equal afurance.. Scriprures the Arians capt with the. Orthodox, 
Autiquity, they ever claimed with the ſame confidence. Conn- 
cils,,derermined' ſometimes on one (ide, and ſometimes on the 
other, as the Emperors chaneed to inflfence them. The only 
adyagtage'of the Catholicks, is long Poſſeſſion, and That, after 
Sentence. This may ſuffice to Silence the adverſe ſide, but hard- 
ly tg Satisfy either the one or the other, if thole hiſtorians may 
he-truſted, whoſe profeſſed Partiality to the prevailing ſide, 
hatly. preſerved gheir works from Time and the” Emperor's 
EdiR; -They have indeed fo handled matters, as. to Hide 
Much, and-Varnith All ; yet even ſo, we may pick out enough 
to juſtify an appeal, by obſerving how That Poſſeſhon was firſt 
Obteined, then Continued, and at. laſt Settled. | 
x. The contraverly was rſt decided by the great council of 
Nice, whole Decree therein hath ever been eſteemed equal /to 
Scripture, even by thoſe who-in other things rendg its; authori- 
ty. Yetin this, rather than any other {ubje&t may. we wave it, 
upon a ſufficient-reaſon offered us by another Council, which 
confirmed both.'That Council of Nice and Ariss's Confeſſion, 
For that of Anticchin their ſetters to, every city: juſtify them- 
ſelves in theſe words; * We do not''follow Arius, but receive him 
when he cometh:to Us ; for how can it be ſaid that We who are Bi- 
ſhops, follow Arins who i but a Presbyter ? If this have any ſence, 
it muſt be of as good force at Nice as at Antioch : and thereby, 
we may judge of the Sentence, which firſt determined the con- 
troverly, not by the Merit of the cauſe, but Intereſt of the pax- 
£1ES, | BD SiG | - 

'2. The Progreſs of the controverſy was of the ſame! piece. 
For when Ariss, after his condemnation, exhibited ſuch a con- 
feſſign of his faith, as ſatisfied both the Emperor and the Coun- 
ci], then fitting.at Hiernſalem; and came, with letters, from 
both, to his Biſhop to be reſtored ; his Biſhop refuſed it, ſay- 
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ng, that it was mot lawfal to reftore one that was excommunicated 
by the whole Church ; the Emperor angry at the affront, ſendeth 
his mandatory letter, threatening to deprive him if he diſobey- 
ed :: and now the controverſy” was tranſplanted, from Biſhop a- 
gainſt Presbyter, to Ecclefiaſtic authority againſt Secular, For 
- though a pretence was found, -to cavil at the want of an impor- 
rant word in Arixs's confefſion', yet that this was no better 
than a mere Pretence, gppears, becauſe many who had ſub- 
{cribed the decree of the gouncil of Nice, ſeconded the Emperor 
againſt Athanaſius, whom a council at Tyre condemned, and the 
Emperor baniſhed to Tyeves, where he remained during the 
Emperor's life, 10) [4,2 GOT rl 
After whoſe death the Emperor Conſtantine ſent him back to 
his Biſhoprick, alledging that his father intended it, had not 
death prevented him. Aiterthe death of this Emperor, Conſtan- 
ti#us again baniſhed him, and hefled to the Biſhop of Rowe, who 
recommended him to Conftans Emperor of the Welt, who ſo 
eſpouſed him and his cauſe, and wrote ſo effeQtually in his behalf 
to his brother Conſtantins, as to require him upon pain of a war 
toreſtore him. = 
Conſtantius' for peace*s ſake-complied, and after the death of 
both of his brethren, patrons of Athanafivs, upon ſentence of a 
Council at Antioch, deprived him ; he fleeth again to Rome, 
whoſe Biſhop again embraceth him, not only as a Champion of 
Ecclefisſtical power againſt Secular, but as an opportune occaſion 
of advancing the Romay See above all other Chriian Churches. 
For by his Pontifical tetters he commanded the Biſhops of the 
Eaſt, ata day by himſelf named, to ſend their deputies to give 
him account of their proceedings againſt Athanaſius and his par- 
ty, threatening to dÞrive them, if they a&ed any more in ſuch 
manner. The Eaſtern Biſhops ſcoffed at ſuch his letters, and in 
a Council at Sardis excommunicated him for communicating 
with thoſe whom. themſelves had excommunicated : and the 
Weſtern Biſhops in requital excommunicated the Eaſtern ; fo 


from a controverſy between Eccleſiaſtical and Secular — 
. K | role 
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roſe an immortal Schiſm between the Weſtern and Eaſtern 
churches : the later whereof though they agreed in appolition 
t0 the Uſurpatians of the See of Rowe, yet grievoully contended 
among themſelves in That queſtion which was the Mother of 
all Contentions. Act. | 

After one hundred. and fifty years ſtruggling, the Emperor + 
had this account givea him (2) ,, That the Weſtern churches 
were kept quiet, but the Eaſtern wereyfull of gymule. It we ex- 
amia the. Reaſon of the Farmer partght the aflertzon,. and the 
Truth of the Later, we find, that the Weftern Biſhops were cas 
ſjer to be led by the great. Biſhap of Rave, not, only by realon of 
the Greatneſs of his City, but by reaſon of the Smalnefs of their 
own Underſtandings: which were ſuch, that at the council of 
Ariminum, the greateſt of all far: number, they were crcum- 
vented by the Subxiler Greeks, and- that ſo grofly (faith: the 
(4) hiſtorian,) that when it was-propoſed, whether they would 
worſhip Chrift or 04s #409 , they cried: they believed not x ho+ 
wooufiuns but Chriſt. As tor the Later part of the. aſſertion, the 
ſame hiſtorian ca. 2. ſays, that the Arians bad all the Eaſtern - 
Churches except that of Heeruſalem. 

3- The long and miſchievous controverſy was at laſt Settled 
by Theodoſius ; who having received his. Inſtructions. and Bap» 
_tiſm from a Conſubſtantialift, required all his fubje&s ta conform 
to That Religion, which Peter the Prince of the Apoſtles from the 
beginning had delivered tothe Romans, and which at That time Da- 
maſus Biſhop of Rome and Peter Biſhop of Alexandria'held : axd 
That church only ſhould be eſteemed C athelick, which morſhiped the dr- 
wine T rinity-with equal honour, «nd thoſe wha held the other, ſhould 
be called Hereticks, mage infamous and. punifhed. 

This we may therefore call Sett/jag the Bntroverſy, becauſe. 
thenceforth all ſucceeding Emperors-and Biſhopswrot after this 
copy ; and both the parties have ever worn thoſe titles, which 
the Emperor by his imperial power (as the unqueſtionable toun- 
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tain of honor ) was pleaſed to beſtow upon them. 

- Burdid northis great Emperor treat his own Edi& as he did 
irs.onemies!! Phat the lwing might underſtand what they wero 
co oipe&, he excented (his ſevere ſentence upon the long dead 
Arins and Micedonizs in Effigie, by Statues repreſenting then 
it! ſhameful poſtures. And can any poſture be more ſhameful 
than -chofe wherein himſelf now appeareth in an Edi& with a 
Sh6eps head and a Dragons tail, Ridiculouſly filly before, and 
Odiouſly terrible behind ? What more Ridzeutowfh lilly, than 
to build ſo weighty a DoG@rine upon Drplicis Faith 1n Two 
Biſhops, partial ro'their own Sees, whereof one gave it Birth 
aftd the other Maintenance j and a new-coined Ty adition, which 
(f known) mult have prevented the miſerable Convullions that 
tortniented former ages? And what more Ozone, than to pers 
- ſecute as Hereticky and MalefaQors, all fack as ſhould refuſe 

tobe! fb gtofly d ipon?? Yet wore Thoſe Arguments 
.(rengrthened as they were with ervel Maffacre of thouſands at 
Theſſatowict) To Cogehr, as to reduce from drixniſm, the gene- 
rality of Bi{Wops, which the force of another ſort of arguments: 
had -dfwyin' te That parry. - Or if the Biſhop yietded.not, he 
weakened his hands during life, and ypon- his death ſabftituted 
fuch an 096 as favoured hs dwn opinon ; ſo, the length-of bus 
reigir giving him ſurvivorſhip to all Biſhops, he filled all 
Ehurches with fach as he called Cathotichs. 

"Wim the great Cicy of C.P. whoſe Biſhop (Demophilm) 
efafmp the Nrcene' Faith, the Emperor deprived. the A#ians 
of the Temmplvs which they had enjoyed forty yearsy and; upon 
death; fibltitured 'the\ celebrated Gregory Naztanzen; | wheres 
upon the famous Temple Avafafis received its name, in me- 
my that: then the [Nicene Faith had a Refurrei0n : Yet this 
creat Biſhopy"eholigh he profeſſed to: ave ſtudied ic Thirteen 
years Without intermiſſion, was fo:modeſt as to call them Foots, 
whs 6d ewe diſputed of the Goveration' gf rhei $012 of God. 

What then” was his great Patron? and''what are thoſe chat 
build rhe Confidence on his Authority, and a loog PORE 
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thereby firſt obtained ? If by his Edi&t we cannot be Secured 
that the DoAtrine is True, much leſsgcan we be (nd Obliged 
co Submit to it, as an Article of Faith; 'whereot the'proper:Qb-: 
je&' is not Human Authority, but God's Word ; andits, Meafore, 
the good Ezd,tfor whole ſake our Lord requireth to. be Belreved 72. 
And certainly, whoever well conftdereth,-that no 0rdizary 
man, much more no Wiſe and Good one, : will condemn thole 
Aears as Inſufficient, which effect the End, for whichthey are 
ancohotar - Will find no cauſe to diſtruſt, but his-D-/zgence 10 
is/gracious Lord's Serwice , will obtain his Pardon, yea his. Adc- 
ceptance, for any Sincere Error, which may make him-tallsnno- 
cently ſhort of full payment of the Honor due to his Perſon. 
Yea, he will believe, that to think otherwiſe, will be more VUsn- 
pardonable, becaule more Diſbonourable, both to that Goodaels,: 
and that Faithfulreſs, which is the proper objeG of Belief. .- 
-1For ler it be conſidered ; Our Lord?s Expreſs words are thele,, 
Fo: 3.16. God ſo loved the world that he gave his only begotten ſon, 
#hat whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have <erlaſt< 
I What he means by the word BELIEVE-:IN - HIM, be-- 
cauſe itiis necefſary we ſhould underſtand, he explains Fab;8. 12, 
T am the Light of the world: and more fully Fob:;'12! 35- Ter. 6: 
Iittlewhile s the Light with you, Walk white you heve the Eight j-——— 
 Phile you have the Light BELIEVE 3s the Light, that ye may be 
the children of light : ſf any Paraphraſe can. make the words 
Clearer,it muſt be fuch as this., Your [ife i5 ia Fourney, and you are 
in Darkneſs, Tcome into the world on purpoſe to bring yoathe Light 
which you want : Walk by my Diretions,; and be Confident # ht is the 
end you ſhall come tothe Happineſs you travel for.:Therearexwa forts. 
of Trayellers: The Plain, Honeſt Clown, without any curious dil- 
quieiea intothe Nature of Light, with equalInduſtry and Confi- 
ence, Walketh on his way:: | The Curid#s Aftronomer ſpendeth. 
much of his Time in caohcidabow many times theSyn.is big- 
ger.than the Earth? how many Semidiametersabove it &c. and: 
in brawling w*® thoſe that will not ſubmit to his Demonſtrations. 
Which of cheſe two is likely to make the better Journey ? is 


the Queſtion which we have been all this while 76-4 
ere 
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Were the Truth on one ſide, no leſs Certain than the Afronomers 
Demonſtrations ; and the Errors on the other, no leſs Groſs, than 
the Clowns dull Conteits ; yet will our Lord's proclamation give 
us greater hopes of the Sixcere Good Man, that guideth every 
ſtep by his Precepts in Confidence of his Promiſe ; than ofthe 
Learned Diſputant, that taketh- the 'Truer {ide in the great que- 
ſtiea.; if he, make go, better/uſe of his knowledge, than tocon- 
deman thoſe who want it >, | eo ho 
What, wei have difcourſed- of the Danger of . Error; hath no 
other deſign, than to coal the hear of thoſe Zealots, who will 
not allow, either- Toleration in This world, or Salwation inthe 
Future, to an Opinion which, fo many .MZ:/e and Good men as 
lived within 300 years after Chriſt, were {& farfrom believing. 
Matter of Faith, that they.did. .not receiye,it as matter.of Cer- 
#4ifty, nor perhaps of.. Credibilzry. .. 1: CD-YS{, 17112. 1 | 7 St 
Yet do we not juſtify ſuch as on: the ather.fide with the ſame 
confidence and fierceneſs, -aceuſe:thoſe of Pglytheiſm, who ab- 
| bor itnolefs than themſelves. ; If their Politions:ſcem to inks: 
it, they deny the Conſequence ; It this contpadidt plain Reaſon, 
they allow 'no,place for Reaſon.in matters of Faith ; Th-this 
make them Hereticks, it mult be ogly in Logick, not Religion, 
Both parties agree to pay our Lord the whole duty of Faith, 
which confiſteth 1n believing himto be inkaitly faithful: They 
differ only in the ſeveral Senſes, whergin they cqnceiye This or 
That word is tq be ugderitood,..If I then judge:my brother, only 
becauſe His underſtanding diftereth from: Mine, ljydge him; 
not becauſe he, wanteth Fajth in, God,, but becauſe he hath an 
Other, and perhaps a Better Underſtanding, than I have.. This. 
will, make 1t Doubtful, whether -1 have a right Underſtanding, 


* 


but-Cextain thas L have not true Charity. | - + 14 

Theſhort is; we diſpute not againſt che DoQrineg, contained 
in the Creed which weareth the name of 4hanaſine ; but againſt. 
thoſe rigid Sentences, which, denounce everkfting, deſtruction; 
to thoſe who believe them not : nor againſt Them neither, it: 
they be mollified with ſuch an Interpretation, as every Son of 
the Church of Ezgland putteth upon them. 
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ao other ey:dence than the admirable DoQor's own enumera- 
_ tion, which every one will not receive for adequate : It is like 
an advertiſement in a Gazette, which however exa&, cannot 
ſecure me from miſtake, if I meet the man deſcribed. 
 Weſhall therefore ſhew, not only the Marks, but the Perſon ; 
- not only ſuch Qualifications as are neceſſary ro make a truth 
Worthy to be matter of Faith ; but thoſe Individual truths, 


which our Lord hath expreſly advanced above All their fellows - 
to that dignity, 


: 4 Qualifications for matter of Faith muſt be principal--- 
ly theſe. | 
; 1, It muſt be Eaſy to be Underfiood by the meaneſt capacity. 
Tothe poor the Goſpel was preached, and by ſuch it muſt be Under- 
ſood, that it may be Believed. Belide plain Juttice, which will 
not reap where it hath-not ſown ; befide what we haye heard 
of the Apoſtle's boaſt, that the light of the Goſpel cannot be hid 
but to thoſe whoſe eyes are not only Dimm'd, but quite Blinded ; 
and of his jealouſie, leſt the Corinthians minds ſbould be corrupted 
from the Simplicity which ic in Chriſt ; belide theſe and other evi- 
dences, it is worth obſervation, that the fame Apoſtle in his 
Epiſtle to the Rowaxs, wherein he diſputeth againſt the Jews 
n behalf of the r:ghteouſneſs which is by Faith, as oppoled to that 
which is by the Law, 1s careful to prevent any conceit, that the 
Matter of Faith was more Obſcure than that of the Law : and . 
therefore ch. 10. 0.6. &c. he reciteth the boaft of Mpfes, Deurt. 
es applying them to Faith in Chriftt : No Height, nor 
pth, nor Diſtance of any kind putteth it our of reach ; it. is - 
not only in our Eye, but in our Mouth : and to pur. rhe truth 
beyond ſuſpicion, in the 9th verſe; he giveth us a plain account . 
both of Perſon and Matter ; If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth. 
the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart that God hath raiſed 
im from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved; and this (faith he) i5the 
wrd of Faith which we preach. By which and the following | 
ords it-1s plain, that Apoſtle was ſo far. from thinking it an 
Honor: 


ſ 62 ] | 
'Horior, that he judged it a great DefeQ, if there were any Dif. 
fculty in Matter ot Faith. 58 

| It is true, he:ſpeaketh with much amazedneſs in his Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians of l great Myſtery, which (yet) though ir ſeem- 
ed hard to him to be Believed, is eaſy enough to be Under. 
"ſtood ; for it ſignified only this, that the Gentiles were fellow. 
heirs of the Promiſes with the Jews. And when he inſtruQ- 
eth Timothy how to behave himſelf in the houſe of God, he ' 
telleth him of the great Myſtery of Goalineſs, which concerneth 
only the Perſoz to be believed in, but not the Matter to be be. 
lieved. And in noother word of Scripture do we meet the 
leaſt intimation of any boaſt or confeſſion, that Faith hath any 
hard.task for the Underſtanding to perform. ES 


2. 'It muſt be ay Expreſs word of God: ſo ſaith the Apoſtle in 
the 17th verſe, Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
.of God. And fo faith the very Nature of Faith : It is F#/tice to 
God's Veracity, and therefore can have nothing to do, where 
there is no Word to believe. 

It muſt not be denied, but Plain Reaſon is another Word of 
God ; and therefore what That inferreth by inconteſtable Con- 
{equence from a written word, muſt be received with a belief 
equal to the evidence of That Conſequence : But if the rela- 
tion between the Written word and Rational conſequence be 
{o remote, that none but a skilful Herald can derive its pedi- 
gree ; then is a good Chriſtian no more obliged to believe ſuch 
an Inference, than is every good Subject to be a good Herald. 

That our Lord trebled his command upon St. Peter, to feed 
bis lambs, we believe with utmoſt aſſurance, becauſe we findit 
in the written word, and thence infer that he gave him autho- || 
rity and power to preach the Goſpel, in ſtead of his former em- 
ployment in Fiſhing, becauſe plain reaſon inferreth, that he } 
could not otherwiſe perform the office of a good Shepherd ; but 
that he thereby commiſſioned, not only St. Peter in Perſon, but 


All his Succeflors in the See of Rowe, to rule All Perſons and} 
| Nations 
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Nations, thatin All Ages ſhall be of Chriſt's flock, with as Ab. 
ſolute power. as 4. Shepherd doth his--ſheep, and that. All the 
flock muſt obey him with the ene, as the ſheep do 
heir ſhepherd:; - This: can therefore 'be no matter, either of 
Faith or Reaſon, becaufe the conſequence is beyond the kenn of 
any-eye or teleſcope. 


3-; Matter of: Faith, pr 4th rly fo called, muſt not only be ex- 
preſly Reveled, but Expreſ/ly  howoured with the Promiſe of eternal 
life tothe believer. .For wt All God's words be' 7 y (be 


cauſe Infinitely) True; yet"are not All, equally Goſpel. That 
St. Panlicft bis cloak behind himg,and wrote to a Biſhop to brin 
it after him, we believe with as much Confidence, but not wit 
asimuch Deference, as that' Chriſt died and roſe again. Our 'Sa- 
viour" preached many Moral truths, whichyer) were not pro- 
perly matters of Chriftian Faith, becauſe*the world was” ac- 
—_— with them before Chriſt appeared in it. ' We muſt 
erefore carefully diſtinguiſh dies 4 what is Writtez, and 
what is Gofpe/: and char to. the- Goſpel only;”and*not'ro any 
Other Truth, was given the Promiſe,” May. £6;15. Go ye into al 
the world, and preach the Goſpel to every erehifare. ' ethat believeth 
and is hapt Rea ſhall be: faved; 'but he that 'believeth not ſhall be 
dinimed. Tt is tothe Goſpel, and to the Ge alone, that this 
Savin ing and Damning power is given'by” bur 'Saytogr ; and 
re whoever aſcribeth itto/ any other'd ne, however 
| himſelf Equal wal £5: Chriſt in 
Ines? Equal: in Power, þ 
Saks Nob N 
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And here I camnot but repete my former «complaint, That 
in the mid(t of ſuch hot Hy om concerning the very Principles 
of our poRed on, the moſt Olpious and mott Important remarks 
are d. In the diſputes concerning J«ſtification by Faith, 
we Hd St. Pau} might be reconciled with St. £40 Thar 
queſtion; in the ſame manner as with Himſelf, in the Promiſe 
he had made of every man's eſcape, with the Warning he af- 
terwardi gave of their danger, if the-mariners. went off ; :the 
ane and; ther equally a for, Þy'a plain rule, 'thar 
All promiſes imply whatever iconcte([, ed. Andin themat- 
ter now before us, we have Another, and (if poſſible) a Greater 
blunder of the ſame kind. N othing can be morg Obviow, Ins 
Ivo, or Nez lected, thanthis(not Remark for our Reaſon, but) 
Tea o pk 4+ ,bhat..there are. Sqwe triths offered to our 
Sn bot Apoſtles, With s Promiſe annexed, and 
; and; from 'This Undeniable 

and {hleconr lerruth, per ons corollaries will force themſelves 
ks en {+ 
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miſled ;. thoſe Few texts would be Sufficient. Nor doth this 
ſlacken our obligation to thankfulneſs for the Reſt : For. as it is 
in Temporals, ſoit is in Spirituals z God's bounty is not Mea- 
fured by our bare Neceſſities; he is Rich towards ws, ſupplying 
us not only with Neceffaries, but Conveniences ; Nor only 
bread of life to. keep us from periſhing, but many other truths 
tofeaſt our curioſities, wherein (yet) as in corporal repaſts, he 
requireth Sobriety. 
3- We Need not, Ought not to be uncharitable to any who differ 
from us in other dottrines, to the belief whereof the Promiſe us not ap- 
| Ms 0” eſpecially if they agree with us 1n thoſe, to which it 
is f0; Were fure, that-they are heirs with 'ns of the ſame Pro- 
miſe ; and if we Hate them who Love God, andareby him Be- 
loved ;' ſuch Uncharitableneſs is both a greater Error and a 
greater Crime, than their Miſtakes in doubtful things can be. 
-4- And which is now in oureye, . There can be no need of 'a c4- 
ralogue of Fundamentals, becauſe the Scripture hath particular- 
ly enumerated, what truths are necefiarily-to be believed? 
- Didmot our eyes compell us to it, we ſhould hardly think it 
pollible, that any who had'the leaſt acquaintance with the I. T. 
could eſcape the diſcovery of ſo plain a truth. When . we there- 
in find a DoQtrine. treated like Mordeca;,. with a Prockimation 
before it, Bow the knee, Thas it ſhall be dowe to the truth which the 
Lord delighteth to honour; *and others left:in the fireet, among 
he Vulgar truths of Naturabreligion ; what reaſon! can doubr, 
highof theſe ar&Saving truths, aad Which Indifterent.! 
Should Ahbaſuerns es fontues ſaffered Any ochers, 
much more ſhould any others, tohave rode 


| uld they have {ſuffered 
inthe. ſame level cheek by jolewith Him , had not this depri- 
ved both Mordecei of 'his Honor , and the King of. his Obe- 
dience? and would not the gavalcade have been ſo much the 
more criminal, by how much it had been greater? How comes 
it then to paſs, that Thoſe: truths which our Lord hath exalted 
aboye all others with the like fingular honor, ſhould be level- 
led with others, which are ſo far from any ſich narks of his fa- 
| L 2 vor, 


vor, tlrathe hath left them unregarded, and difpufable, whe- 
ther they be'Truths or Errors. 

 Iknow no way to unriddle ſo ſtrange a phenomenon, but by: 
that common ſaying, Inter «rma ſilent leges. There hath been 
{o much diſputing about -Queſtions, that we have not heeded. 
things Unqueſtionable ; though That would as certainly bring 
Peace to our Minds, as the Law would to the State, 1f they 
might be paid their due, 

Thoſe who are forbidden the uſe of their Bibles, are: excuſa- 
ble ;. but thoſe who dare Read them, muſt needs think. them- 
{elves obliged to Search the Scriptures, for in them they think they. 
have eternal life, - and they are they which teſtify of the Dofrines 
which are promiſed it. if | 

'The —_— every way very Eaſe ; it will *. =ats very little 
Pains, and no Art. The meaneſt beggar inthe {treet underſtood 
the King's mind concerning Mordeca: ; and ſo may:any man that 
will heed whar are thoſe:truths which are. honoured-with a 
proclamation of eternal life ;- and beſides, we are more..concers - 
ned to heed ſuch a proclamation. - - | . 

- We have already obſerved, that the Apoſtle-plainly: told the 
Romans, If chos ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, - and 
believe with thy heart that God hath raiſed him. from the dead, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved. Dowe in the 'whole-New Teſtament find. any 
other doQrine ſo honoured? We again meet the. fame-more 
or gps proclaimed-1 Cor. 15. I declare unto you the Goſpel 
which I preached unto you, which alſo you ; haweayeceived and wherein 
Jon ſfand,by which once are ſaga, if you keep in memory. what 1 
preached nnta you if yow. have: not believed: inwain. Then com- 
eth the. fame. truth with ſomewhar- of the, ſam pom, That 
Chrift died for our fins according to the Scriptures, and that be roſe a+ 
gain according to the Scriptures. ODS Ot -.. 

It will be obje&ed, that This cannot be the Faith which our 
Lord fo,.importunately called for, becauſe this was not perform- 
ed till after the time of his preaching was paſt : -Let us obſerve 
Max. 16.14, He appeared tothe eleuen as they.ſate at: wieat, 7m ups 

_- | raided. 
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braided thew with their unbelief and hardnefs of heart, becauſe they 
believed not them which had ſeen him after he was riſen : and he ſaid 
nato them, Go ye into all the world and preach the Goſpel to every crea- 
ture, He that believeth and is baptized fhall be ſaved, but he that be- 
lieveth not ſpall be damned. The Command coming in the ſame 
breath with the R&proof, plainly intimateth, that the Gofpel 
which they maſt preach, was the fame which themſelves had 
been ſo backward in believing. However L#.24.46. both his 
Reſurrection and his Promiſe are made matter of Faith ; For he 
ſaid unto them, Thus it iswritten, and thus it behoved Chriſt to fuf= 
fer and to riſe again from the dead the third duy, and that Repemtance 
and Remiſſion of (ins ſhould be preached in his name among all nations ; 
and ye are witneſſes of theſe things. | 

'That the Apoltles rook the laſt of -theſe words for the fumnr 
of their Commiſſon, appeareth by what they ſaid ang did after 
che death of J "AQ. 1.21. Wherefore of theſe m*n mhith have 
companied with us all the time that the Lord Feſus went in and out a= 
mong us, —muſt one be ordained to be awitneſs with us of his reſurre> 
f#ion.-. And accordingly throughout the reſt of that book, do. 
”y Ways find them-1nfiſtypon This, as the main of their-bu- 
''In the former half of theſe words doth our Lord argue 'it ne- 
ceſſary, that his Death and ReſarreCtion ſhould be. Foretold and 
. Performed, that Repentance* and Remiſſion of fins might be 
ched in his name, ze: as by himPromiſed, and by his'owre 
eſurreCion ſecured :. for the Remiſſion' which, the Prophets 

_ had promiſed reached 'no' farther than Temporat puniſhment ; 
but oro which-Chriſt promiſed reached after death to cverlaſt- 
ing life. | | zz | 1 | 21H If BILL 07S EET 2250) + 
"his is plain” by the Apoſtle*s' diſcourſe. abovementioned, 
which as he cloſeth with a triumph over death, 4" {Ny 
is fin, and the ſtrengh of (in is the law,' bat thanks be to Godwho giveth 
us the wittory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fo he buildeth the 
aſſurance of our own yitory upon That of Chriſt ; If the dead 
riſe not, then is. Chriſt not raiſed, and if Chriſt be not raiſed to 
aith 


| . .. WY | 
Faith s vain,gou are yet in your fins. I the conſequence be good 
one way, it is ſo the other : if the Being in our fins follow from 
the denial of Chriſt's reſurrection, then muſt Remiſſion of fins 
import Reſurrection from death. Bath .of them depend upon 
the Relation between 'Sin and' Death. The Jing of death # ſin ; 
and again, the W ages of ſin is Death ; and tixeretore a- Full and 
Perfect Remiſſion of Sin, cannot but import a Full and Perfe& 
deliverance from Death, | 
So the ſumma total ofthe Goſpel, which our Saviour himſelf 
prached, in his Li time, and commiſſioned his Apoſtles to - 
preach after his ReſurreQion, is this, That thoſe who. believe 
in him, ſhall uon repentance have ſuch a full. pardon offin, as 
to be delivered from death. and that Chriſt who hath promiſed 
oy hath given us an earneſt of at by riſing himſelf from the 
dead. - as 
There iFindeed an under-truth or ſo, which is'preſſed upon 
oy Ln waar po ant a go ry | y: os. 
you ve cireurcifed Chriſt profiteth you nothyng, you are | 

grace, you are debtors to —_ whole laws. This I call an Under- 
truth, becauſe it implieth a belief of benefits promiſed by Chriſt, 
pa whereof was a New Covenant, better than That of Moſes: 
Chis we heard promiſed by the Prophet, and inſiſted on by che 
writer to the Hebrews, as the CharaQter, of the Goſpel ; but. was 
ſo far from being by our Lord honoured with a Promiſe of cter- 
gal life, that the A themſelves doubted of it, till the Haly 
Go Ren oor it in Council. Oy ON ELIPE 
Nor 1s this, an, exception to our rple, that # is beyon 

wer of arherme in the world; ' Da of all the angels in 

eaven, to make any _ an article of Faith, which the: holy. 
Scriptures have not made 1o, by annexing to them, the Promiſe 
of eternal life, which therefore we now tigd to be it ſelf no leſs 
the Matter, than the Reward of Faith. 
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CHAP. XL. 


Of the manner of the Reſurreftion, whether int 
the ſame body or another. 


} | 
"PT Har arefurreQtion from the dead is the r Matter of - 
the Chriftan Faith, we have (I hope)» fufficiently '*prg- 
ved : but concerning*the Manner thereof, it dothy not fo Nafaly 
appear what we are to believe.. The Apoltle in that ſolemn 
Diatribe, that he might kave nothing untoucht, advanceth ei. 
ther a queſtion or an objeCtion in the 35th verſe ; But ſome mar 
will ſay, how are the dead raiſed up, and with what body ao they come ? © 
If an ObjeQion, it may be thus urg'd :-the dead are'fo buried, 
that it ſcems utterly impoſſible their bodies ſhould be reftored : 
Princes many times have their bowels buried at great diſtance 
from their limbs, ſome whole natioas burn their dead; many- 
aredrown'd.in the fea, where they are devoured by fiſhes, thoſe 
fiſhes again by others , which perhaps come to the market and 
feedother men:;* and by many. other ways are the particles ſor 
diſpers'd, that it ſeems utterly impoſlible to retrieve them. - - 
If this be objected againſt the truth of the refurretion-, the: 
pr ru of Apoſtſe's anſwer will be juſt, they are foolsin: 
doubting God's' omnipotency.. All theſe, or what ever other- 
changes any man's may undergo, are not greater than the: 
chytmiftmikeswhis Mercury, which'yer agaimhe: eaffty recalls: 
to-his'form: | He that made all things of nothing, can: by: the: 
{ame powerful word.command every particle” to its proper bo- 
fot Ir fool who doubts, whether. God will do# this. 
he have pretniſed/it ; becauſe ivis poſſible for Godito-perforny 
fuch/a promife, but it' is not poſſble)he- ſhouldbreak-3t. Bur it 
the queltiowbe,. whether God has promis'd ttis,!{othat we do» 
not doubt either: his.power. or his veracity. bur only our own? 
pou 


"0 1 
apprehenſion of the meaning of his words ; this doth not im- 
peach any of God's perfeCtions,but only our own underſtanding; 
it cannot be injuſtice agajnſt God, whom in the mid{t of ſuch 
doubts we undoubtin  helieve to be infinitely True ; but ir 1s 
juſtice to.our own underſtandings, which we do not only Be- 
lieve but Know te*be fallible. . If therefore we'find the ſame 
words yulgarly uſed in another ſence, rftore agrecable to plain 
Reaſon and God's perfeQtions; Then may we eaſily enquire, 
Eirit, he hether any promiſe of God does neceſſarily import a reſtita- 
tion of the ſame numerical matter ? if, aot, then may we proceed 
toefquire, Secondly, Whether it.be more hononrable to God, and 
more ſerviceable to the deſigns of the- Gajpel, that we believe the cow 
trary ? 

Firſ, Whether the word of promiſe neceſſarily import a reſtitution 
ef the [ame numerical matter. ? This is fully and clearly an{wer- 
ed, as ſoon as in common ſpeaking we find the, ſame words 
uſcd in a lels rigid ſeace: but if we obſerve how the. Apoſtle 
himſelf, hath anſwered this very queſtion, the- leaſt that we 
thence learn, is this, That ſuch a meaning is: not matter.of 

Faith, - ſince. he hath left it Doubtful, and-the contrary , more 
Probable. : for thus he anſwers, thow Fool, thai ſoweſt. not the :bo- 
dy that ſball be;' but God giveth it a body as.ih;pleaſeth him, ' and to 
every ſeed its own body ; does not this plainly deny a reſuirreQtion 
of theſame numerical particles? thou..loweſt a little: ſingle 
grain, which when it is corrupted, riſeth in rogf, ſtalk, blade, 
ears, and grains, thouſands of times more.in matter than was 
ſowen; God giying the body, and yet-to every;fecd its:own; 
What confequence;can thence be clearer than this, . That every 
one may at the re{urreQion, receive his own body, thought be 

ms pon oagabrgy amv atg Coins boo WES 2p! 

d we may yet further conſider, that this..isthe:conſtgat; 
way of-nature.in all living: bodies, which- we, reckon, thedame: 
while they keep. the ſame Fdrms, though -they Change every! 
particle of Matter: Grant therefore, that thoſe, -watds of Fob, 
though worms conſume this fleſh, yet with theſe eyes ſball T'ſee God, 
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expreſshis confidence of a reſurreCion ; yet will they ſignify 
no more than this, That though perſpionicn conſume every 
atom of my fleſh, yet ſhall my eyes be as much the Same, and 
ſeeas Well, as.if. FAgTS were ng: change 1 in it: and if there be 
no. more required fro m.other bopicks cks, than, from the letter of 
the Promple, Wy E are at liberty to elieve what ſhall ſeem moſt 
-probable. ... The uſuall. arguments are two, firſt from God's 
1 1 ale, ,and Snongly fromthe, Seryieegbene® of the belief. 
it iS argued, that that-it i juſt, that the ſame body, which 
mas -' hony in the ſin or the ſervice, ſhould alſo be ſbarer inthe puniſb- 
Jo or.reward, But if we will ſpeak properly, the body hath no 
ſhare. either in. the one, or the other,:, for. Matter jneither AQ- 
eth nor Perceiveth ; but the Soul-by. the matter. 2 Cor. 5. the A- 
poſe. Pens, our bod FG; an houſe, and to cloaths,; the man 
wells.in.the cngand yes) In the othen ; yet neither the one 
;Nar.the other ſhares life fe.yngh h im: and there: ore to,argue, That 
_.tmuſhbe. bethe ſame body that, ſhall receive puniſhment at the re- 
ſurreQion, i is the ſame as to ſay, the malefactor mult be execut- 
ied in che fame cloaths whertia he committed. the crime. :; 
2 Wi nany Fears. paſt chermeen. (he (igjurics, which Joſeph 
from. his brex Ns. ng-4 g; honors, which he recei- 
V EF and there bs iS; whole bod ES ſo chan 
Bd his; brethren, "el 9t;3; and.thers . were! yet 
One anges bot FO eh Soils, bely fore their Fa- 
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chang'd, becauſe the ſame ſoul de oe age the ſame by o 
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eloath the other 7: Tf weſo believe, as to-ma nify God's Vera- 
city in performance of his promiſe, and ts | tice in diſtributing 
rewards 'snd puniſhments; Wil it "not more juſtify his Wit- 
don, to believerhathe williact- Tutably tothar.-order- of rhitigs 
which himſelf hatheftabladhed, than thit he! witl [ynaccounts-- 
bly exerciſe his orvipoten Ftis not (we confib{s) it is not for 
lilly men to preſcribe tules? for Gods wiſdom in its-particular 
aha but we muſt Fo ts & clear and Ut x. definition of = 
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ition whereby weungerſt#hd' | 
yr of a good ov" and ow of ſuitable obeng- iftherefore the 


means be  anſititablle, _ Rind of Proportion, That will 
make a d&#R in wiſdom,” Should We fee a min yoke z ol 
ploughof Oxen, $6 eas Gvelht hich a chitd copld- exrry'in 
one _=5% bids, We ſhould certainly think him better furnifh- 
ed with-Cattd. than Vierfiog: nm to believe that God. 
rule a bi tal mop Bm Pg miractes as he fhall 
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#pon the eter nity of ſoats; nay more't was fully reſalved therein ; for 
1 eghl belier d the opinians.of great mex rather Promifug than Prov- 
il [0 great a. tuatter.\ 1 gave my felf over to this ſo great hope, 
and now grow hateful to my (elf.;;and now contemn the reliques of my 
brotiem years, bing ready! tobe: (truwsferred into that immeaſurable 


tinge and rus, Apgar firweat eternity, ber. as ſuddenly 1 was 4- 
mendhy thy letter, Jars pronbray diſmn{s [o ſmeet x dream, which 
hereafter 1 will reviue end redeem: again, as ſoon a5 I fþall have {atiſ- 
feds Nic 6 mms rage 5p" feeble. flutterings of the belt 
bimain- wiſdom, wanting; the-Goſpel. The ſtrength of their 
Wiſhes raifed them a little towards Hope, but wanting ſupport 
quickly fell back again'toÞFear ; fo thew Joy was-no better than 
Suſpence, none of the eafieſt poſtures. - | 

In-ewo reſpeQsefpecially'was their Joy defeftive. 1. Want 
of Colfidence 11 the Perſons from whom they recerued the: Promiſes ; 
and '2: Seantnreſs of the Happineſs prom ht £290 

x- They had no confident:: liefi the Perſavs, whom the 
Philoſopher -callech indeed" Great men, but. complaineth that 
my Pr oved cot what they Promiſed.” Fhey were Great, nat 
by: , or Commiſſion, but. by Study : Led no-better War- 
rai for their promiſcs,. than;what' were dictated \by partiality 
totltir'own Wiſhes; nor therieaſt prerence! of Power to make 
them 260d. '' Burrbe author of the Golpeb BaPerfon: not anly 
Great, bur Infinine; and nolef& ſo inPowet,; than Faithfulaes ; 
fothat there is no place forthe leaſt difkenſt.ic ch 

2. Attother; (and tothe preſence purpaſe maredonſiderable,) 
defeQ of hurtian hopes was inthe &camtneſs. of Jeappeifed happs- 
neſs jit was Invmotealicy' indeed; buta Carma bae.- They pre- 
tended to anſwer Fob's complaint, by equalling a dead man's 
hopes to thoſe of x tree, which ſprings again when. it is; cutt 
down ; burithey had no thoughts of fach. a. Harvelt as the Apo- 
ftle promiſerth. - And pr the Pharjilees were: a0 
bettet than choſe of the : Philofophers, ſeemethy plain from *Fhat 
objeAion, wherewith the Sadducees pretended to gravel our 54- 
viour : ' for-it cannot 'be reaſonably imagined, but RO fo 
| M 2 Ong 
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long Converſation, and ſo: many "Difputes,. as. had: faxed that 
queltion between them ;-rhe Phariſees. maſt needs have bettex 
informed them, if themſelves-had-underſtood the dileconce. bex 
tween the Preſent life and the'Butures) vis on 
And now thac our Lord hach 1s: vldialyrevealodaber weiball 
be Foul ypunbe equal to the  Angels,chat bis Apoſtle haulimoldeſs:-plain- 
ty declared, that our Lord willchange our. wide bodies, that. they 
may be like hirows Gloriome bod - thatthe Relurrection ſhall make 
great and | en variety.0 chan es, from:[Natural to Spiritual, 
Fo Weak'to Powerful, from-Cortaptible-to Tocortuptible,orc ; 
that ive ſhould ſtill be ſo fond.of our load:of carrion, as-to think 
ita diminution-of our happinels; if-we-:be not -again-yoked' to 
the ſame dead matter ; add noleſs.a contradiction to the 
Deſires of Nature, than to the Promiſes of Scripture. , This.(fay 
ſome) will be the joy of. the ReſurreQion," that. the. twa. old 
friends meet and embrace-each;other:\ But «little. confideration 
will anſwer, that ſuch'a -mectitg :would-not-be of ojd;Friends, 
butof old Enemies. How can'we'read-the 7th ch. to' the; Ro- 
2949s, and find-there deſcribedthe. War rag the: Fleſh und the 
Spirit how canwe hear-that ſadicry, 0h: mretched, man that 1 
an, who wiltlicliver mefrom this lodyof death": yet. hinkit matter 
of joy to be remanded'to it; again?:/Do we Adt; find-;him often 
exhorting' to morrify our members whinh' ure pon; the earth,: and 
doth he not propolſc.him{cltrforiexatnple, beating down, bis body, 
end keeping it in ſubjettivn, ' lefþ the ſhould be caſt; away * Or -isithe 
Apoſtle fingular in.this.notipa ? 'Doth, not Natural: rehgion. a- 
ree withthe Chriſtian, and Experience with Both; thay, Yirtus 
-- wehlbg elſe bur: '@ War: pope Body: i in 'dehelh of the 
in 3 tt, 31G 2 WF 294/108 03 baba 
Either the ſou hall at the Rebirretion NR a dechemamant 
of her late dead -body,'and the. old converſation the bad:with 
it, or ſhe ſhallindv: © If iſhe lLnot; then there can be no mgfe 
joy if ſherneer'the ſame 'Old fleflic thin aif:all beNew: bats if 
_ do remember herotd-Marte, andhet:old;Gonverfation=with 
;, then'muſt ſhe remember all the Codteotions+ſhe had: with 
ie; 


C75: ] 
it,.,allthe Wounds ſhe received from it, all the Dangers which 
ſhe hardly eſcaped ” watching againſt it ; and it ſeemeth very 
{trange that the Soul at the Reſurrection ſhould find much mat- 
ter of joy. in that Fleſh, as it's greateſt friend, which didit's 
molt, and had not Gods goodneſsafſiſted would have prevailed, 
to make the Reſurrection it{elf infinitely miſerable. | 

However, by our Preſent thoughts let us judge of our Fu- 
ture. Were it putt to our choice whether we would continue 
inthe Same fleſh, however exalted 1a accidents ;. or tranſlated 
into another, which ſhould not have the leaſt Particle the ſame, 
but ſuch Properties as ſhould equal us with Angels ; ſhould. we 
ſo regard our Dead Senceleſs matter, as to make the leaſt diffi- 
culty of ſhifting it? ſhould we have ſuch ſtupid fondneſs for 
our coarte naſty rags, as in love to them to retule robes of glory ? 
Our Matter: feels no more than do our cloaths, and our ſouls 
in {uch-exchange, can feel nothing but exceſs of ,joy in her new 
robes: 10 that from This topick will ſpring no neceſſity, that 
we ſhould believe what we cannat rejoyce in. 


WH. Another , gteat deſign of the Goſpel, 'or rather the ſame 
in another drels, is this, That we may have felowſpip with Gog, - 
which St. Peter more plainly paraphraſeth ſaying, For this rea- 
fon are given to us, great and precions promiſes that by them we may. 
be made' partakers of the divine nature. Since therefore all the 
force which the Promiſes have towards effeQting this good end, 
1s derived:from the Joy which ſhall reward them ;who are invi- 
ted\ by ſuch Promiſes to ſuch Godlinelſs : 1f; we believe the Pro-1 
miſes in; ſueh-a ſence as maketh them moſt. Defireable;, we 
thereby exerciſe ſuch a Faichas.is molt Serviceable to that Adx- 
quate End,for which the Promiſes are.Given/and Faith required., 

And the difference in this reſpect is, fo ſmall between, the two, 
ap3gaions, ;that, ng conſidering. perſon will abate his diligency in; 
God's ſervice, if he believe he ſhall be blefſed with;a!Body 1a 
Glorious,, ſo. Vigorous, {ſo Every way. better-than this,. that! he 


cannot have the leaſt wiſhit ſhould be the fame. - -- £5 


[76] 
Ta Fhort therefore, this is not mattey of Faith, but Curiofity* 
That we believe, that the faithful ſhall have a ReſurreQion to 
happineſs greater than they can ask or think ; This is therefore 
matter of Faith, becauſe our Lord himfelf hath made it ſd, de- 
clartd' it to be the very reaſon of his coming into the world, 
and commanded-his Apoſtles to preach it as his Goſpel. Thus 
if we ſg believe, as thence to proceed to the Apoſtles moſt Ra- 
tional and Godly inference, tobe fled/aft and immoveable, alway 
abounding in the work of the Lord for: as mach as our labour fball wot 
be in vain in the Lord; we have then both Matter and Sow of 
Faith, and may 'fecurely rely on Gods faichfulneſs to perform 
his promiſe in the beſt manner, 


AND now we have very Amply, and perhaps very Tedi- 
owfly, diffected, 'That half of the Goſpel, which filleth whole 
Librarres with books of impertinent fubritties, Whatever is 
diſputed: concerning any point of Religion (falſly fo called) 
pretendeth to convince us of what we ought to/ believe in That 
Particular. But One or Two General Aphoriſms diſcoverin 
Why and How far Belief it ſelf is required, will ſilence all thoſe 
endleſs (every way endleſs) diſputes. This fo beneficial and 
neglefted work we have endeavoured to perform by dilleQing 
the whole Myſtery of the Gofpel. VR TY BYILY, Pho tv), 

That it's buſineſs was to reduce the Fews from their bondage 
under the law of Moſes, and the Gentiles from their worfe bon- 
dage nnder the Worſhip of devils, to the ſervice'of Gvd'by the 
free dire&ions of their own nature : That to this end he [our 
his only begotten ſon into the world ; teaching them that the beſt 
fervice of God confifteth in being like him ; and for their en- 
cou —_— therein, avg ro, them upon Repentance-par- 
don of fins paſt, and everlaſting life. And becauſe 'Fhoſe pro- 
miſfes could 'no otherwiſe be effeQual, Faith mitt neceſſarily 
| be called for, with importunity fuitable, both to the Difficulties 
and we) 4 which at That time encompaſſed ir,: and4to the 
Serviceableneſs which at All times accompanieth it. 0 | 
| | US 


fn] 

This is the ſumm of the Goſpel : a chain of benefits lett down 
from Heaven, worthy of God to beſtow, of Angels to admire, 
and of Man to rejoice in. In this chain, the only link which 
man can reach 1s Faith, and its whole worth conſiſts in its con- 
nexion with the reſt, and it's eaſinefs to be laid hold on. 

And fince it is incongruous that the Means ſhould be more 
difficultthan the End ; it cannot be, that Faith ſhould be more 
above the reach of an-honeſt mind, than the Holineſs which it 
it is to ſerve. 

No ; it was firſt preached to the poor, and wherever it came 
was firſt and heft entertained by Such : it's one Learned Apo- 
ſtle renounced the words which man's wiſdome teacheth, and (fell 
into jealouſy leſt his diſciples minds (bould be corrupted with know- 
tedze falſly ſo called : and whether he had reaſon will appear by 


our next Enquiry. 
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ENQUIRY IL 
What changes or additions tater ages have made 
Wagon in Matter of Faith ? is 10 


"THis we- propoſed as a ſecond Enquiry: but it is .not do 
- properly an ENQUIRY asa Muſter ; They are {o Nu- 
merous and ſo Oby1ous, ſtand ſo thick in our way, and 
\ juſtle us on every-ſide, thatit will not be diflicult.\to Find 
them, but to Range them 1iato order. ISDNE I 241.1 

The Gezera/change, which leadeth all the reſt, is the cage 
of its Place. It is unlinked from the chain wherein it is ineſtt- 
mably ſerviceable ; and treated in its ſmgle ſeparate nature, as - 
if it were ſome precious Diamond, valuable for Brightneſs, 
Hardneſs, or other irreſpeCtive virtue of its own. | 

We find our Lord honour it, as the great King did Dazzel a- 
bove all his Princes ; we hear him declare, that himſelf came 
into the world to advance it therein, we hear him promiſe 1t 
eternal life: we hear both Him and his Apoſtle make it halfthe 
Goſpel,we meet it inevery page of the New teſtament ; and up- 
on fight of it's ſo great glory,we talk as St. Peter did, when con- 
founded at the brightneſs of our Lord's rayment and .counte- 
nance, he knew not what he ſaid. 

We conſider not, that two of the reaſons which induced our 
Lord to call ſo importunately for it, are by his good providence 
not only expired, but turned to the contrary point, and its now 
adequate worth is its Serviceableneſs. It may boaſt as did the 
vine in Fothams parable, of chearing God and man, but it is by its 
Wine, not by its Timber. By This, it can neither ſupport its 


own feeble limbs, nor furgiſh a pin whereby to faſten them to 
| the 
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Let. us thin for Chrit's ſake, 
with/all Affurance of his more; 


this Confidence deliver us up to aÞ | 
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oulnes, without Real: h 
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-" God'b& bleſed,*thofe' cart Cows have hore horns = Thir 
coutt/ reacheth- ndt all'county 
Rvin doth. There's 0 reproach fo preatas that ofHeretick : 
to be out of the boſotmie of 'the Church is to be out of God's fa- 
voar; he's hated 6f God,” and'miilF be ſo' of all that love God. 

Such is the effeR of multiplying articles of Faith. - 

TSHINIGD SICHDISES: £35 07-4 SHOT 1261 2044S C7: x 
-IV: Tt is exalted-above and againft REASON : and ſa de- 
Rroyeth' the fouridation whereon it ſelf is built : For we have 
found this'to'be' the eſſential virtue of Faith, that it is Juſtice 
t© God's Faithfulneſs 1 and This'is therefore'moft Juſt becauſe 
moſbReaſbhable. LS LT ISSTTNEET Daft! $51 eG 
Nor Wit Kf6\ true in' the 'recait :* Nothing is'to be believe 
forther'thatiReaſon proveth it tobe True: *Otir Lord himſelf 
appealed to it for the belief which he required He pleaded his 
Miracles for Evidence, and therice claimed judgment. '- 
| _ Yea, thoſe who require us dos ware! our Reaſon, 'appeal 
r6 it' themſelves: '-For they pretend to; « $k-Mdrriiry we 
ſhould[:renounce-tt,” and fo eoiiirediet :miſclves no tetStharn 
they do Reaſon.” They are indeed no better than” the ravings 
in Bedlam which we hear: It was a caſt of Terrufiar's Monta- 
niſm which tranſported him into ſuch extravagance as to ſay, 
Ertdo'\quia impoſſibile eff. 'And' the Author of  Rehigio Meats, 
when he ſaid,” /There are not ContradicFions emgh in Fe elzgion for 
an- Aitive'"Faith, might have remember'd, 'that exceſs of Con- 
fidence in defeR of Reaſon, isa certain ſymptom of Madneſs. | 

- Tris true, 1n allſubjeQs, inall arts and ſciences, Reaſon is 
pleaded: for Error ; but again it is confuted by greater reaſon, 
as Stars: ate'by the" Sun, which 'baMetland THeficeth their 
witaker-Uighies 1 ett 1/1 2octt 00 gu nehols Watg oe TO 
"2 Wbrihains bettovelt in Hope Agiinft Hope: Tt'appeared impoſſi- 
blein Nature that 1/aac ſhould be a father after he VO 
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as of mere Underſtanding. FR”, 

1n reference to the Animal life , we find that he meaſureth. 
tous Knowledge by our Needs. Though we can hardly know 
apy thing to the bottom, yet; we know Sufficient to. anſwer the 
requires. of our life. Thouſands of years paſſed; before- it was 
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a queſtion.. 'The diſcoveries of the Teleſcope and Microſcope 
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Immortal andTqvincible ?- Muſt we: deface God's Image, that 
we may partake his Nature ?/Fight againſt him.44, effigie, (that 
we may obgy Jn wn his Vicar f., Ehis were to.perform, &QPtrag 
ditions that,ve.may þeliges themand we {hall;find che one ng 
les above quy{trangth than thegiber ;butafies allgadeavours 

ps = Sasibty: or Srupity. our 4p4ads;) WE: Mal ARySE De able a 
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A hard warfare indeed! J E ind; iby., dots 3-4? cM muſt Gebt 
againſt our Luſts ; and;thea, by Fairkx we muſk Gghr aur, Be, 
fon ;- whieh yek.Wn muſt nd LovingyblegqnAIouart War eſpe- 
Fate. 1011 ef 71 3 IVC. If 3 to $foti: od 4: 

Is it dunthe, nedte of God paſſeth pt ply a ?, Muſt we 
out-run all upder ſtanding, that we-may overtake Peace : ? FS it thus 
that. believing wad/> with joy unſpeakable and Sforione ? ?  Oris 
this the gore felt Gy un whach we late by theAgo {tle cacau- 
raged to fight, ang:by 8 paring f unpr | 
- Another;and np leſs unhappy. war, do CR dicioaaf Qo- 
arines raile toward -our;Brethrea, whom the they tempt us £0. haze 
and perſecute, under prerence of anſwering -Fude's al Farm, fa 
contend earneitly for the faith, Something of this we-bave om 

der the confiderayion. _ Faith 4s exalted, os horith, 

omething more M6thell ſee in; obſerving the mich 


' accrew to the Church of Chriſt, in ics publick-, capacity, to.W 56 
therefore we:haſten without ſtop at.the mutual. enmities 


tween private Chriſtians, however Viſible and Lamentable. 


off I 1 L. \Thgoox: fubje& of- damagsi is Ls horchaf ik 0n4ts 
General. capagty:: and This indeed. is vgs 10; e.T 
For tha Cobomunity | | which' is, he; Carholigk church, 1s. " 
Spouſe,of Chriſt; whoſe happinels,js the, Adequate End of.1 
Goſpel, whoſe -eyery Promiſe and Precept 1s implayed. AS 2 
Means to ferve it, and»ghercfore whatever crolleth. this gc 
deſigh, if iy,come-fromgur Lord, muſt .Diſhanos h 
.1 Againz the Cathalick; church is a Body. com 


Mecibpers-whole vera Happioels or Pain, affectath the;w| 
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Whether bar Lord hae been Pabthfulde DefeAive in hiscare 
every. Particular and che whole 'Communi- 
| his Own and his Apoſtles pre- 
rerld could everrviewich ch Gol. 
tgimetits fot 'the:deareft-Eove; the 
Sedo Cdiattth, #9 well Tri as Mili- 
cant : "If wh the PraQtice of its Profeſzors, none evef'ftirred up 


fuch mutual a 'Phvare perſons, ſuch cruel Ferſc- 
cutions'by ſuch bluody Wars'berween Nations. ..-.: 
Ont LI dtekerdap it for'ar _—_ \/but its fires 


were to be thoſe of the moſt ardent Love : rom the Cora 
ruptiors of *hat ehole* hens by-bitter 
cal cha os to devouring fires." Our Lor@'s great Apoſtl: ſairh, 
that in Chr+ s pothing evailerh but 'Facth working by Love ; 
but his pre Vice faith, Nothing avattcrhbat Pega werks 
ing by [Ar Ah dove Zeal ische moſt Ritrer- . 
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rrupters of the Chriſtian'Faith, ugdinſt the 0 ſers 
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[ 99. ] 
ſuffeting (under him that calleth himſelf rhe mof.Chrifian King, 
and glorieth in the atchievment) more than Any, yea than All 
the primitive Chriſtians ſuffered under thoſe whom our fathers 
called cruel Perfecutars, but this-compariſon will repreſent. as 
mild Princes, <1] 3-71} 6. OJ: eli 4.6 YON. BE $5 
Aſtoniſhment and grief; here. ſtop us ; we. therefore turn' to 
examin what weight the other Scale carrieth. | 


. 


IT. What Advantages accreweth by the changes which later Ages 
1. havemaade inthe Faith of the Goſpel ? ; 

Here weimuſt crave the grant of twa Suppalitions,, { 

1. That theClergy in oppoſition to the People, and the church of 
Rome tn oppoſition to all other. Churches, ts Chriſt's Sponſe, and con- 
ſequently what is gainell ts that Spouſe i gained to Chriſt himſelf. 
- . 2. That the Temporal advantages. which accren #0 that ſpouſes 
may be equivalent to the ſouls which may bt laſt th purchaſe theys. 
 ': Unlels theſe 4wo-{mall: conceſſions thay be granted; we have 
aot a word to fay';-butifthey be, That church will ſhew fuch 
Gans, as if they fall ſhort of the full value, yet ſhall be ſure to 
avoid:tho complaintiof:David, that ithey: ſet God's people far 


nought, and-take ud money for them. It. isboaſeſſed, Moy in kind, 
15 not {o properly the gain made by: this part of the Golpel,| yor 
may it be reduced hither: For were not-mens Underftandings 


mutfeled by implicit faith, tliey could atver beſo grofly cheated, 
as they are in thedoCtrines of 'Repentance.. But That hoſe of 
merchandiſe weemty take another: time td viſit ; at ;prefent. we 
aroin; purſuit of anobler: game, Hononr,, and Power}, 'and in 
theſe we ſhall divide the Gains as we did the Damages. For as 
in Thoſe wei confidered 'what acctewed to God, and what to 
Man; ſoin{Theſe we. ſhall wha? 7s. gottew ta the Pope as Chriſt's 
Vicar, and what t0inferior.Prieits as hrs Officers. 


- 7.-The POPE, under the charaer of Chriſt's vicar, oy Chan- 
gesand Additions made inthe. GM the Goſpel, hath gotten 
T2 | that 


[ 98 ] 
that boundleſs Honour and'Power, to which otherwiſe he hath: 
ao pretence. - ' ; 
It is not a word or two of our Lord; ſtrained beyond the 
mind of the ſpeaker; -it {is not this Paſce oves, or Tu es Petras, 
that can move a ſerious man, to any thing but aſtoniſhment at 
fuch boldneſs, as dares: with- intolerable *impudence burleſque 
our Lord's words ;- but is-the pretended neceſſity of an infallible 
chair, which hath advanced That Biſhop, not only above all 0- 
ther Biſbops, but above all Prixcesin the: world, 
For what canfer a\{trand to Thatpowerz'which can impoſe 
upon mens belief without bounds ? What can make ſuch an ex- 
orbitantpower*credible,; if the Need appear:not-greatias the 
Abſurdity * And. what colour of ſuch Need, if. the: bawnds of 
Faith he notienlarged, beyond: thoſe 'narrow-.ones- which our 
Lord ſet? But:when-matters of belief are ſo.myltiplied, \ that it 
s itapollitblefor a'man'of ordinary:bufineſs.inthe world,not on- 
Iy to- Underſtand them,: but-even:to..'Nambert them ; when in 
moft of them fometimes:T wo, ſometinies Mare parties, contend 
with equal confidence: ;-and can be; brought; to:novther agree» 
ment but-in This, that they.cannot be toa zealous for the trutti ; 
what is this; but a ſtateiof War between he: difputants;:abd: of 
Doubts: in-the 'by:ſRtanders!? and: how; canPeace: becobtained 
withont a [ivi od vhbim owy gl yhogen of 309 £1 


A tra ro ; 

/ Thus'the difracit 'of Doftors made an ibfallible chair - ap+ 
pear nectny, and* thoſe who ſit-itr That+Chairy have'ſo' far 
made it Infallible, astodetermin what is! moft.advatageats to 
thertſelves;; ifor chey haveithereby gained Honor and.cPowes, 
Boundleſsastheirmatters of Faith; and Tacrediblaias their. My- 
fteries. © LANAO] oils oth aw ev enitt) all obroab Ned} ow olds 
| Fheir (4) Canon-hawdeclareth: and 'pretendeth:to proye by 
Gez:1. that the Pope 75-49 much:greaten thanthe> Emperoy, 'asi the 
Sun is than the Moon; and-(b):{o markibetter\thaxn J—___ a& 
Gold is better than Lead. This is modeſt, if their power in im- 


* (B)./Grkg' deimdjer. & be. foliar (b) fint:g a: | 
At poſing. 
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L 991] | 
poſing Faith , be more-arbitrary than that of Emperors and 
Kings in impoſing Taxes. | 

Their Supremacy over 'other Biſhops is derived from the ſame: 
fountain. 'The ſame unhappycontroverſy which made others: 
Diſput acious,made the Biſhop of Rome Sapreme. The gain that he. 
made of the entertainment,which he {d often gave to Athanaſius. 
and his party, was this: Hethence took advantage'to claim a 
negativein Councils, and afterward the {ole power of determin- 
ing controverlies out of Council. And how: much he muſt be 
above. the reſt: of mankind, who is ſo much above' all other Bi- 
{hops,we'may(Lwas about to ſay Compute )admire by the nexv - 


- 7 


part of our enquiry, the gain of the Prieſts. 


IT. The PRIESTS have exalted themſelves above thePeo- 
ple, as muchas the Pope above all. Prihces and Biſhops= - That 
they HEE the Laity at gteater 'fiſtance, ey have dous 
bly abuſed them; firſt by Multiplying and Entangling the :do- 
arinesof Faith,and thenby witholding, the Light- that-ſhould 
clear them: At the ſame time: Surfeitzng them with a glut of 
DoQrines, and Starving them with a famin- of the. bread of, life. 
So'the GofpeLisito them both\kinds of Wilderneſs; Bare as the 
ſands of4frick- (without Path or Landmark)'for want of Scrip+ 
cure ; yetithick-wooded as the hills of Zeilan (whoſe buſhes none 
can creepithrough) by multitudes of :DoEQtrines:- So- that thoſe 
whom. education ihath-:enabled i-to- underſtand-the language 
whereinithe-Scripture-was-written, find Scholaftick divinity to 
overgrown with briars, that they think it Better, and are: wil- 
ling ts believe'thoſe whoperfwade theris 10;to'lie in!Eafe and + 
Ignorance, taking Imagesfor their-Books, ard Prieſts for theix 
Oracles; than tire themſelves with ſuch entangling ſtudies. 
ci Yea,which is. yet more intolerable, they: keep the peoplerig} 
norantyootonly efrGod*s word to Phem, but, of their. Own to 
£(Gad,totking :ypucheradwiy' publiek prayers. inthe. dameinny 
known tongue. with the Scriptures. -_. Jgnorance{{ay. they.) is. the 
mother of devotion :.tus;40,. but of cevotion;roward the Prieſt, 
I 4 , nQt. | 


[106 ] 
not 'toward God ; for where there is no- Laght in the Under- 
ſtanding, what Heat can there be in the AﬀeCtions ?; What 
Devotion without Love, and what Love without fome know- 
ledge of the Objeft? St. Fohn telleth 'us, We love God: berauſe 
he loved us firft, but then he ſuppoſerh we know: it. - St :Fumwet 
requireth,. chat we pray i faith, but he ſuppoſeth' we know 
. what.weask.” But if I depend upon the Prieft, both for God's 
wotd to Me and Mine to God, what is he leſs than God's Ora- 
. c&,, and how much more' than My Mediator ? | And upon ei+ 
- ther office, the claim that he maketh to my-greateſt reverence 
. will be as Juſt as it. is Infolent, which that 'it is ſufficiently, 
appears by theſe their demands. 

bo cup Onicharins ſaith , that a common Prieſt is as much 
. better than a Kjng, as a Man is better than s Beaſt; yea further, 
that as far as God Almighty dothexcel{ &' Prieft, fo: mach doth 4 


Pyzeſtcacell « King. (a) It you deſire to know what particular 
beaſt; Gſper Scbi pin: will inform you:  L:ay-mev (faich be) 
we Aſſes, s, or Filorſes; the Romaziſt « Tamer afs, the Here- 


tick « wild owe. (bd) Catholick Kjngs are the Leading-afſes with 
bells, Reges Catholici ſunt aſini cunt tintznnabulo. 

| them heartily !: We Heretichs are the wiſer, that 
RY (Wits, asthey'call it) Free,as Nature made us ; 
not ſafer our-ſelves to: be faddled, laden with burdens; where- 
of we know-cothing but the- heavineſs, driven we' know not 
whuather, nor why, and laſhed by infolent maſters. Suclruſage 
.is enough to make thoſe turn Wild, whom education hath 

'The Proverb telleth us , that did: the Horſe know bis own 
Preagrs, he would not endure {uch ufage' ar now he dath:: And whar 
hindereth us from knowing the ftrength of our own mind? We 
havethe ſame Scripture, we have'the ſame Faculties whereby 
-$0 nnderftand it,'and we have more:/certainty of our own-Sin- 
cerity' than wecan. have of our Naſfers>' what "hinderech us 
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(6) Chimare. fol. g7. '(b) Beelefcationroap. ty. 


from 


C 201 } 
fromitaking the Bleſſed King's advice, Not to take onr Reli- 
gion from other men's Traditions, but our own Judgments ? 

If we can have the boldneſs to believe this, which even our 
Riders cannot deny, That nothing can be matter of Saving 
faith, but what the author of our faith made fo ; and that the 
Scripture hath faithfully informed -us ot what he ſaid in that 
- great Poiat ; we may oon know our ſelves tobe no leſs -infalli- 
ble than the Pope pretendeth to be: And if we can as eaſily 
fhake off the loads which our Luſts impoſe, as thoſe which the 
Schoolmen do; we may then enjoy that true Liberty, whereof 
on Redeciner faith, If the Sow make you free, you ſhall be Free in- 
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: HE. end by all is to determi between Faith aud Charity, «s 
our Lord did between God and Cazlar : Give unto Faith the 
things that axe Faith's, and to Charity the things that 

ate Charity's: To Faith its due Bounds, axd to Charity its due 

Boundleſnels ;.t2 Faith the Praiſe of 4 good Servant, . and to Cha- 

rity the Flonor of s good Lord ; to Faith the power to Advance Lown, 

but wot to Deminiſh it. | \ WIGS 
That it ts ſerviceable to Advance \Love,we have experiment in the 

paſo argument Eph. 4, 5. where be exharteth ts keep the ugity 
he Spirit'1a che. off Peace, .ypas this account,. There is 

One Lord," One Faith &6, That it may be abuſed to the Prejudice 

of. ove, (appeareth from the warning be gave to T' ta Avaid 

Fooliſh and Unlearned queſtions, knowiag that. they\ gender 

ſtrife :. That we wey &now how 50 diFimguiſh the Queitions which we 

muſt Avoid, frow the Faith, for which 8. Jude expgrieth ws 
earneſtly to Contend, #othing can be more neceſſary than to take 

4 Survey of that Theological terra del fuego, whereof ſs much is 

Hoken aud ſo litthe known, but Sock and Fire; Smoak from "me 

as 
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multitude of queſtions which the Schaolmen have r aiſed:from almo#t# 


every clauſe of Seripture, _— bringins Darkneſs out of _ . 
per- 


avid Fire from that immoder ate heat, wherewith ſome mens. zea 
ſecuteth thoſe who differ ' fram them in [ome beloved Opinion," as if 
they denied the Faith. hs C- ; 

In this neceſſary work we have laboured with all poſſible Sincerity, 
and, we hope with good Evidence. We have examined the Nature 
and W _ of Faith in general ; then what Extraordinary reaſons 
there might be for the Importunities and Exconragements allowed it 
by our Lord and his - Apoſtles in Their days ;iſome we found Proper 
fey thoſe times, but out-adated in Ours, and One only: Permanent, 
ViZ.. its Serviceableneſs to Holineſs : We then Particularly enquired 
what u that Relief, which was therefore ſo Valuable, becauſe ſo Ser- 
viceable : 4 ADOELIESCOE420hofs eng ———— 


CERT Re 75 if. pn full 21d free enqulry, we find that 
our obligation exceeds not the moſt obvious Significance of the com- 
mand requiring our belief,” and the Serviceableneſs thereof \to Piety ; 
good Lord?! what a Large and Fruitful Country doth that lirthe Bu. 
cloſure leave for. Charity to our Neighbonrs and our Selves! What 
endearmeits to Love thoſe who by the [ame Faith are Heins of the 
ſame Promiſes ! 'What liberty from digging-in bard fruitleſs Que- 
ftions 1" What leiſure to.banquet upon the trunvotfrhe Spit! Whar 
Charms for every docible under ſtanding ! How Eaſy tothe Simpleſt ! 
Flow Satisfattory to the Wiſeſt ! | 

Will the Reader receive theſe few Sheets with the ſame Sincerity, 
wherewiththey are offerett; he cannot ſcratch the Hand that hathyem- 
 ployed it ſelf in deveſting the Goſpel of thoſe Dreſſes, wherewith the 

unhappy Officiouſneſs of Dottors pretending to Adorn it, bave"really 
Diſguiſed 'it :* For he will find the Light of the Goſpel like that of 
the Sun, moſt glorious in its Nakedneſs'; and prefer the Simplicity 
which is in Chriſt, before allrhe-Subtleties that are in the-Sthools. 
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